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THE ENCOMIENDA IN NEW MEXICO, 1598-1680

H. ALLEN ANDERSON

ON A FAIR SPRING DAY in early May 1598 a band of Spanish soldiers
and colonists reached the ford of the Rio Grande at EI Paso del
Norte. Here they paused as their leader, don Juan de Onate, formally took possession of the province of New Mexico for Spain"in
the name of God, the Church, and the Crown." With him were
129 soldiers, some of them with families; 83 wagons, and some
7,000 head of livestock. The clergymen in the group included ten
Franciscan friars, eight secular priests, and two lay brothers. 1 The
progress of this relatively small band of colonists up the Rio Grande
Valley was slow and painful, but by the end of the year, Onate had
obtained outward agreements of submission from the caciques of
all the major Indian pueblos. 2 With the advent of these first Spanish
colonists came many important changes in the natives' lifestyles,
including Christianity, metal tools, gunpowder, wheat, and livestock, especially horses. Equally important in affecting Pueblo society was the introduction of a peculiar social and political institution
characteristic of Spain's colonial policy, the encomienda.
The encomienda system, rooted in the med~eval Castilian custom
of "commendation," was .begun in the West Indies by Columbus,
carried to the mainland by Cortes in his conquest of Mexico, and
grafted onto the already-extant structures of native government
that the conquistadores quickly fOUI~d useful. 3 In essence, the system allotted .conquered lands aJ;1d the peoples on it to those who
had participated in the conquest. Since these lands th.eoretically
came under the king's royal patronage, the monarch could do with
them as he desired. Encomienda,. then, was a crude for~ of serfdom, adapted to fit the exigl:!ncies of Spain's New World empire.
Its main purpose was threefold: 1) to reward the builders of the
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empire and their heirs for one or more generations; 2) to encourage
settlement and ensure a colony's permanence by requiring the
proprietor, or encomendero, to live near his area of encomienda;
and 3) to provide for the defense of the area and its inhabitants.
In addition, New World encomiendas also entailed obligations to
instruct the Indians in the Roman Catholic faith and the rudiments
of Spanish civilization. 4
The term "encomienda," particularly in New Spain (Mexico), was
most commonly used to designate portions of Indians living on the
allotted lands. The granting of encomiendas carried with them the
right of reparlimiento, that is, the right to employ Indians living
on the grants. Although the religious motive of Christianizing the
Indians was stressed, the economic motive of securing a cheap
labor supply to maintain the colonists and increase their wealth
was foremost in the minds of the encomenderos. Indian labor was
deemed necessary, especially for work in mines and on farms,
because the class of colonists could or would not work with their
hands. 6 As an answer to the crown's demand for tribute, the system
allowed the encomenderos the products of Indian labor, collectable
either in personal service or material tribute. Unlike medieval serfs,
who were vassals of proprietors, Indians in encomienda were direct, free vassals of the crown, as had been the poor and conquered
peoples in Castile and Leon. Legally they were not attached to the
soil, but were instead allowed to move about freely. They also had
legal protection against abuses of their statutory rights. Since the
system had no juridical connection with land, encomenderos had
no administrative or judicial authority. They were forbidden to live
in the Indian towns (pueblos) or to own property within them. 7
Because of the system's quasi-feudal overtones, Indians in encomienda were, despite laws protecting their rights, from the beginning subject to abuses. This abuse was particularly true in the
formative years when encomenderos sought to gain perpetual rights
of lordship over their vassals. The encomienda essentially fostered
the structure of a fighting class, a praying class, and a mass of
laborers to do' most of the menial tasks. Although Spanish colonists
were divided between the "haves" and the "have-nots," the latter
being at a disadvantage in the scramble for wealth and status, their
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problems were trivial compared to those of Indians allotted to
ruthless proprietors. 8
Almost from the start the crown, in the interest of royal absolution, sought to control the system, fearing that otherwise the
New World, like the Peninsula, would be fragmented among powerful feudal barons. At the same time, reports of abuses sparked
an outcry for reform from Bartolome de las Casas and other clerics.
Consequently debate over reforms went on for years in the courts
of Emperor Charles V. This controversy culminated in the passage
of the so-called "New Laws" in 1542, under which the enslaving of
Indian captives was forbidden, and only governors could levy tribute from newly discovered natives. Since requirement of personal
service was prohibited, encomenderos could thenceforth collect
only the fixed tribute in kind specified by their grants. 9
Quite naturally, conquistadores and their successors raised a flurry
of protest. Even some of the clerical orders and prelates in the
colonies defended the encomienda. The latter's argument was that
they needed their own grants of Indian labor in order to exist, plus
they feared that lay encomenderos would rise up in arms against
the reforms. In 1545 the emperor bowed to pressure to let the
encomiendas continue. This move proved a serious reversal to
Indian rights as well as the crown's attempts to centralize Spanish
polity. Although laws against cruelty and slavery remained on the
books, practice on remote frontiers often deviated from the king's
principles. 10
Continuing concern about abuses led to the crown's eventual
suspension of conquests until a more just method of conducting
them could be devised. In 1573 Philip II passed a new ordinance
by which "pacification" by peaceful, not forceful, means was to be
used. Indians who voluntarily submitted to vassalage and Roman
Catholicism would be heaped with advantages, and recalcitrants
were to be dealt with diplomatically, using as little force as possible. 11 From that time on, this law embodied the governing principles of Spanish conquest, even though some individuals considered
it permissible to use force against "infidels." The key principle was
the incorporation of Indians into Hispanic colonial society.12 As
conquistadores .opened one new region after another for settlement, the encomienda became the Spaniards' chief recourse of
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securing an adequate manual labor supply. Don Antonio de Mendoza, New Spain's first viceroy, made several such grants to individuals, among them don Francisco Vasquez de Coronado. In turn,
as governor of Nueva Galicia, Coronado made similar grants withih
his jurisdiction. Any. effort by the crown to eliminate the encomienda was unsuccessful, and the system continued throughout
much of the seventeenth century, particularly in more isolated
areas. 13
It was this system that Juan de Onate, son of the co-founder of
the Zacatecas silver lodes and himself a distinguished military officer, wanted to carry into the distant, as yet unsettled, province
of New Mexico. In his contract of 1595, made under the terms of
the law of1573 with Viceroy don Luis de Velasco, Onate was granted
the title of adelantado, a combination of governor and captaingeneral. He was also authorized to award encomiendas to the soldiers and settlers who participated with him in the province's pacification, good for three generations. These settlers were to be given
land and enobled as hidalgos. 14 As governor of the colony, Onate
sought to reserve for himself thirty square leagues of land with its
native inhabitants, as well as the right to levy from them tribute
payable in the produce of the land. In short, don Juan hoped to
establish a fiefdom directly responsible to the crown through the
Council of the Indies· and independent of viceregal control. 15
Before Onate's contract was formalized, however, don Gaspar
de Zuniga y Acevedo, Conde de Monterrey, succeeded Velasco as
viceroy. Perhaps ove~helmed by his sehse of responsibility, Monterrey saw fit to delay Onate's departure and began a series of
modifications on the original contract. Among these modifications,
designe&to put the enterprise back under the viceroy's immediate
control, Onate would be allowed to determine the amount of tribute
the Indians had to pay. However, he had to seek the advice and
approval of the royal officials and prelates of the religious orders.
All encomiendas that Onate granted had to be reported to the
crown and confirmation secured within three years. Any encomendero who took more than the amount required was liable to
lose his grant. The honor of becoming hidalgo, with privileges as
nobility of that rank enjoyed in Spain, was limited to those who
persevered in the conquest and settlement of New Mexico for five
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years. The council approved this five-year residency requirement,
but concluded that because of long distances, Onate should have
absolute freedom in allotting encomiendas, though minus a proviso
of personal service from Indians. The king, however, overruled the
last point in favor of the three-year confirmation clause. 16
Onate accepted the modifications with reservation; in fact, for
the next few years, with help from relatives in Mexico and Spain,
he pleaded his· case at court. 17 Nevertheless, after a costly and
frustrating three-year delay, the enterprise finally was under way
on 26 January 1598.
Upon ;eaching the upper Rio Grande pueblos, Onate immediately sought to confer with the caciques of each village, gain their
allegiance, and hiy the groundwork for establishment of Spanish
sovereignty. In June he chose for his headquaiters the upriver
pueblo of Caypa, which he renamed San Juan de los Caballeros,
after its inhabitants hospitably received him. Sometime later, about
1599, this capital was moved across the river to San Gabriel. By 7
July Onate had received the'submission of caciques from thirtyfour pueblos and had seen the erection of the province's first Roman
Catholic church. 18
Almost from the time of Onate's arrival, tributes were imposed
on the Indians. This imposition was carried out largely for the
colonists' survival during the first year, since in their view the
semiarid environment demanded that such action be taken. Over
the next few years Onate explored the vast reaches of his new
domain in his quest for easy wealth. Everywhere he camped the
adelantado levied tributes, sometimes forcibly, thus not always
improving Hispanic-Indian relations. 19 According to an investigation report of 1601 that don Francisco de Valverde-the royal treasurer in New Spain-made, Onate had collected "about 2,000 cotton
blankets, which ... [were] a yard and a half long and almost as
wide; 500 dressed bl,lckskins;.,five or six thousand fanegas of maize
and beans; and a ~ery small number offowls." These materials he
distributed among his colonists to help meet their needs. About
this time theadelantado had apparently begun to allot pueblos in
encomienda to his followers. Almost no records exist of now many
such grants he made, for what amounts, and to whom they were
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allotted. San Juan Pueblo seems to have been exempt from allotment because of other services rendered the Spaniards, just as the
Tlaxcalans, who aided Cortes, had received similar privileges in
central Mexico. Nevertheless, with this action, the encomienda·
system was firmly planted in New Mexico. Already Onate and his
subordinates had begun using Indian labor to cultivate their fields,
tend their livestock, and act as domestic servants. 20
Since New Mexico was isolated from the nucleus of Spain's colonial hegemony, its situation at the beginning of the seventeenth
century presented fundamental differences from sixteenth-century
Mexico. For one thing, New Mexico had no large, organized native
populations, no productive land base, and none of the basic resources of central Mexico. Money was only an indirect factor in the
frontier province's economy, a definite contrast to the cash that
sustained the economy of the fertile valley of Mexico. Instead,' the
frontier market system was based on a rather stable monetary value
assigned to various local products such as hides, pinon nuts, corn,
and other grains. 21 Such a purely subsistence economic base was
sustained by the barter of these" products, usually between individual Indians and Spanish colonists; and their accumulation and
shipment south by their political and spiritual overlords would do
nothing to stimulate local economy. Any accumulation of wealth by
permanent colonists would never be effected by banking currency
(or products) Of by investing cash in local profit-making ventures
such as cattle ranching, mining, or labor-intensive agricultural haciendas characteristic of the settled provinces farther south. Therefore, instead of the powerful political system in Mexico of the
previous century, the encomienda in New Mexico, by itself, would
become merely a resource for potential exploitation. 22
Despite Onate's apparently successful moves to establish Spanish
rule, the new colony was off to a precarious beginning. The adelantado was plagued with insubordination, mutiny, and desertions.
Even the arrival of several reinforcements to bolster the Hispanic
populace were not enough to give the settlement the strength it
needed. While the Athapascan tribes posed no real threat at this
time, the Spaniards' continued disruption of the Indian trade network would eventually lead to troubles with these nomads. Onate

360

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW 60:4

1985

would hardly have been able to provide any defense for the missionaries and pueblos. His few belatedencomenderos spent rimch
of their time preying on Indians' homes and depriving them of food
and blankets with little thought of compensation. Indeed, many
Indians reportedly died from such cruel treatment. 23 Failing to find
easy wealth and troubled by these internal difficulties, Onate, in
1607, tendered his resignation as governor.
Even before the resignation of Onate, the viceregal authorities
in New Spain considered abandoning the province. The adelantado's resignation was sent to don Luis de Velasco, who again held
the office of viceroy. Velasco, who had considered abandoning the
province, ordered Onate to remain until the crown made a final
decision and, at the adelantado's suggestion, appointed an interim
governor. Accordingly, Capt. Juan Martinez de Montoya was named
for that position, with orders to work and consult with Onate.
Martinez, who had arrived in New Mexico with reinforcements
in December 1600, subsequently distinguished himself in campaigns against hostiles. In the fall of 1606, Onate granted him the
pueblo of Santiago de Jemez in encomienda for three generations.
At that pueblo, Martinez served as consultor and asesor for its
missionary, Fray Juan de Escalona. After he received his appointment as governor pro tempore in February 1608, the cabildo (town
council) at San Gabriel rejected him in favor of don Cristobal de
Onate, the adelantado's son. While alleging that Martinez was not
a soldier, the cabildo likely acted out ofloyalty to the Onate family.
Consequently, in the summer of 1608, Martinez was said to have
left the province. 24
Glowing reports. of successes from the Franciscan missionaries
in 1608 influenced the crown's decision to make New Mexico a
royal province, with the crown footing the expenses. Accordingly
Velasco, early the following year, appointed don.Pedro de Peralta
as royal governor of the colony. In his instructions to Peralta, the
viceroy gave him the authority to allot Indians in encomienda to
qualified individuals without prejudice to those who had already
received grants. Both Onate's and Peralta's grants were to be valid
until the king could decide on them. To enable the monarch to
make such decisions, the governor was to send a report of all
encomiendas granted, together with the qualifications and services
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of the grantees. In response to reports that tribute levied on Indians
was excessive, "causing them great vexation and trouble," Peralta
was charged to attend to the matter "proceeding in such a way as
to relieve and satisfy the royal conscience."25
After taking office, one of Peralta's first acts as governor was to
relocate the capital at a site nearer the center of the heaviest concentration of Indian population. Early in 1610, after seeking the
advice of the New Mexico veterans, Peralta seleCted the new site,
which was named La Villa'Real de la Santa Fe de San Francisco,
soon shortened to Santa Fe. Of course, Peralta made full use of
Indian labor in constructing the new villa. Often he summoned
the Indians in relays from various pueblos, some of which were a
considerable distance away. The arduous journey was hardly worth
the effort for some of the Indians, especially when they were fed
only meager rations, usually toasted corn. Fray Isidro Ordonez,
father comisario of the province, and his fellow clergymen put
pressure on the governor to improve the situation. Although Peralta
tried to lessen the abuses and to supply more food to his Indian
workers, the "poverty of the land" prevented the governor and
other Spaniards from entirely remedying the situation. As was the
case during Onate's administration, colonists apparently still depended largely on corn collected from Indians as tribute. Since
many pueblos had still not yet been granted in encomitmda, the
governor had the power to divide up the supplies gathered from
them, a point with which the friars tended to disagree. 26
The number of encomienda grants, ranging from several entire
pueblos to a fraction of one, depended on a soldier-citizen's rank
and the services he had rendered. Legally, a grant of Indians in
encomienda did not imply use of native land or labor, but rather
only the collection of tribute in kind as personal income, usually
corn and cotton mantas (blankets) or animal skins. 27 In turn, it was
the encomendero's duty to respond to the governor's call to arms,
providing his own horses and weapons, whenever the need arose.
Since there were no regular troops in seventeenth-century New
Mexico, encomenderos became the core of the local military forces.
As officers customarily designated captain by the governor, their
obligations included riding escort and serving as guards, as well as
raising militia units for the colony's security. Since all pueblos
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shared a common need for defense, Indian auxiliaries often served
in these military detachments. 28 The encomenderos' prestige, coupled with the fact that they were required to maintain residence
in Santa Fe, elevated them to dominance in the provincial government. Since their encomienda income, however small, was a
distinct advantage in the colony's limited economy, encomenderos
became something of a local aristocracy, held in some degree of
respect by less fortunate settlers. 29
However good the system looked on paper, making it work in
New Mexico was a different story. The proviso that prohibited
encomenderos from living on the tribal lands held in encomienda
was largely ignored in the distant frontier province. This violation
was especially true with encomenderos in the vicinity of the Tewa
pueblos of Nambe and Pojoaque, sometimes causing much friction
between the two groups. Also, neither encomenderos nor missionaries could interfere in the right of the Pueblos to live under
their own elected local officials. There were reports, however, of
encomenderos disrupting the lives ofIndians by interfering in local
affairs. In addition, Spanish employees ofencomenderos sometimes
intermarried with Indians and thus by degree took over Indian
lands. This practice resulted in an early absorption of scattered
Indian families all along the Rio Grande Valley.30 While some encomenderos sought to keep their blood pure, others were probably
less ethnocentric in their attitudes.
Many encomenderos acquired country estancias near the pueblos to supplement their encomienda revenues by growing wheat
and other crops and raising livestock. Fray Estevan de Perea, in
1629, reported these estancias to be abundant in herds and fruits,
"so much that from one fanega [ca. 1.5 to 2 bushels] of wheat one
hundred . . . [were] harvested. "31 As a result the encomenderos
felt that being summoned by the governor to go on long military
campaigns or to act as escort for friars going to dangerous mission
areas interfered with management of their farms and herds. Some
argued that the sole obligation of an encomendero was to attend
the cabildo at Santa Fe. 32 As the encomendero families became
more attached to the land as farmers and ranchers, land ownership
became an increasing problem. Later on, much good land and
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accessible water away from the pueblos could not be utilized because of danger from Apaches. Several outlying Pueblo groups were
thus glad to have the encomenderos living nearby for maximum
security, even though some broke the law by encroaching on tribal
communal holdings.
The question of an ecomendero living among his charges was
brought to a head during the administration of Governor Bernardo
Lopez de Mendizabal (1659-61). According to the testimony of
Capt. Antonio de Salas, encomendero of Pojoaque, the Indians had
asked him to take up residence in their pueblo. When Lopez's
predecessor, Juan de Manso, let him do so, Salas built a ranch
house and grazed an extensive herd of cattle and sheep nearby.
He claimed that his presence not only gave the Indians greater
security, but that they could get milk and wool and could work out
their tribute payments by working on his house and tending his
herds. Lopez, however, ordered Salas to raze his house and leave
the pueblo. In his suit for damages during Lopez's residencia of
1661, Salas argued that the law against encomenderos residing in
the pueblos was justified in New Spain, where peace and security
prevailed, but not so in New Mexico, where pueblos were increasingly subject to. attack by nomads. Former governors recognized
this danger, and from the beginning allowed encomenderos to live
near their charges. Salas added that his practice was common in
most of the pueblo districts. 33
Closely associated with the encomenderos' living in the pueblos
was the problem of their using the Indians as labor for selfish ends
despite laws to the contrary.34 Living near their charges meant
having a labor supply close at hand. Certainly this practice was
open to abuses, for through the encomienda system, Indians were
quickly put to work in Spanish-controlled enterprises, much as
they had been in central Mexico. 35 Lopez's action in the Salas case
was said to have been because of flagrant abuses in the latter's
household. The ranch house was not only near Pojoaque, but also
wi~hin a short distance of other Tewa pueblos in the general area.
The governor claimed that shortly after his arrival, he received
complaints from these pueblos that Salas' herds had damaged their
crops. The Indians had also suffered "vexation" at the family's hands,
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causing L6pez to arrest one of the Salas' sons and later send him
.
to the distant Moqui (Hopi) villages. 36
The governor usually had an advantage over encomenderos in
disputes since he was the only official in the province, besides the
armorer, to receive a royal salary. At the same time he had to
answer to the viceroy in the form of the residencia that each governor was required to submit at the end of his term, which usually
lasted three or four years. 37 Yet even then a governor could easily
resort to bribery to thwart justice. According to the law, governors
were prohibited from engaging in any sort of business or trade,
but this stipulation they flagrantly and openly violated. 38 Indeed,
the governor's workshops in Santa Fe hummed with the activities
of Pueblo carpenters, weavers, and craftsmen. Other Indians were
pressed into service as muleteers, drovers, and teamsters to carry
goods and herd livestock south to the markets of Parral and Santa
Barbara. Still others were sent to collect salt from saline deposits
and to gather pinon nuts in the mountains. An ambitious governor
with active cohorts could easily become a "super-encomendero"
and amass a small fortune from native goods. 39 As always, governors
exploited New Mexico's economic possibilities and exacted heavy
tribute from such "unbaptized" pueblos as Zuni and the Moqui
villages. If the Indians received any pay, it was often far below the
standard wage of half a real a day. Such actions on the part of the
governor tended to alienate him not only from the clergy, but also
from many of the encomenderos, who also suffered under these
avaricious governors.
At the same time,' some encomenderos Were just as guilty of
'exploiting their charges. At least that is what Fray Alonso de Benavides, who was appointed father custodian of New Mexico by the
Holy Office in 1629, argued. In 1630 Benavides reported that the
villa of Santa Fe was supported largely by the encomenderos of
the pueblos. Exactions of tributes and personal service from Christian Indians tended to discourage new conversions among outlying
pueblos and more so among the nomadic barbaros, who were
proving increasingly resistant to Hispanization. Each household in
converted pueblos paid an annual tribute of one manta or animal
skin,plu,s one fanega of corn. These items were collected in two
installments, in May and October. Certainly other Indians were
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loathe to assume such burdens. To minimiz~ tributes, some Pueblo
families consolidated in larger households, letting empty dwellings
crumble. To counter that .evasion, encomenderos levied tribute on
individuals instead of households, thus increasing tributes to. appalling levels.
Benavides also denounced the encomenderos' virtual enslavement of orphaned Pueblo children on pretext of charitable care.
He pointed out the Pueblo tradition of extended family households,
including grandparents, uncles, and aunts who reared children as
their own in case of the parents' deaths. In addition, the father
custodian thought that all newly converted pueblos should be exempt from tribute and personal service for a five-to-ten-year period
and that all principal Indian leaders should be permanently exempt,
as well as Indian church workers during' their tenures of service.
He urged that these reforms be adopted and that all existing laws
regarding encomiendas, particularly the five-year residency requirement, be strictly enforced. 40 .
Many historians argue that the mission and the encomienda began concurrently the task of Christianizing and Hispanicizing the
Indians, but that they. soon drew apart. Subsequently encomenderos forgot their duties, remembered only those of the Indians,
and thus caused the institution to become a black ~pot on Spain's
colonial policy.41 Actually missionaries had few serious quarrels with
encomenderos. Since they depended on each other to ensure the
colony's survivai, they reconciled themselves to joint exploitation
of their Indian charges. While the encomenderos had some military
power, they lacked legitimate means of keeping often-migratory
Pueblos from abandoning an encomienda. The missionaries, on the
other hand, had the legitimacy, but needed the encomendero's
power to hold those Indians not so easily persuaded by the Roman
Catholic presence. With the rewards of souls for the clergymen
and tributes of corn and blankets for the encomenderos, the two
factions thus had a permanent partnership. Considering the church's
power in New Mexico; especially after 1626 when the Inquisition
designated the father custodian also commissary for the Holy Office
in the province, it is likely that had the clergy and the encomenderos locked horns, the latter would have been eliminated. 42
On' a few occasions .overzealous clergymen antagonized equally
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zealous settlers, particularly in earlier years when missionaries moved
into new areas not yet subject to the church but already dominated
by encomenderos. However, these happenings were exceptions,
and they occurred in an environment of general accord. Most of
the antagonisms in the long, bitter, church-state conflict erupted
over the actions of transient governors and their staffs, who attempted to use the encomiendas for personal gain. 43
Much of this power struggle grew from petty quarrels over tribute-paying and the use of Indian labor. In these battles encomenderris found themselves the "middlemen," depending on which side
of the issue they stood. In the split between Father Ord6nez and
Governor Peralta, which widened over the latter's attempts to
coerce the reluctant Taos Indians to pay their annual tribute by
the use of troops, many leading Citizens sided with the clergy. Only
a few encomenderos, like Alferez Juan Escarmad, stood by Peralta.
For his efforts Escarmad was severely rebuked by the friars. When
Peralta finally ordered Ord6nez arrested for interfering in his secular actions, most of the encomenderos abandoned the governor. 44
Similar conflicts and ill will occurred during the administrations of
Juan de Eulate (1618-26) and Francisco de la Mora Ceballos (163235). When Father Benavides came as custodian in 1628, he received
testimony from prominent encomenderos charging the governor
with blasphemy, heresy, and immorality. 45
Since the governor had no real power base, his influence came
largely from his ability to form usually shaky alliances with disaffected citizens, to dispense a few fee-paying bureaucratic positions,
and to distribute a limited number of encomiendas. Any encomendero who supported the friars and incurred the governor's
wrath was in danger of losing his grant to one who was friendly to
the latter's interests. For example, don Fernando Duran y Chaves,
encomendero of San Felipe pueblo, lost and regained his inheritance three times because of his proclerical stance and consequent
troubles with governors. 46
On one occasion, during the administration of Luis de Rosas
(1637-41), this use of encomiendas as bureaucratic spoils brought
the province to the brink of civil war. Rosas, who exerted tight
control over the election of officials to the cabildo, won considerable
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notoriety for his unprovoked military expeditions against Athapascan tribes in which he sometimes took captives as slaves. When
the nomads retaliated, Rosas did nothing to protect the pueblos.
By 1604 his abuses had gone so far that many of the encomenderos
and friars gathered at Santo Domingo, the colony's ecclesiastical
headquarters, to establish a separate, dissident government. Rosas
reacted by declaring their encomiendas forfeit, seizing the tributes,
and redistributing the grants to those few who supported him.
Finally Rosas was assassinated with the help of several prominent
citizens. Indeed, by the end of his term, 73 out of 120 soldiers in
the province backed the Franciscans. 47
The viceregal authorities in Mexico, of course, took steps to mend
the scandalous situation, which had caused local rebellions among
outlying pueblos and greatly damaged the colony's economy. The
viceroy fixed the number of encomiendas in New Mexico at thirtyfive, and within that limit, the confiscated grants were restored. 48
At first the friars and encomenderos eagerly cooperated with the
new governor, Alonso Pacheco de Heredia (1642-44), in the restoration of order. But to their dismay, when Pacheco assessed the
recent rebellion, he ruled that the encomenderos had usurped
Rosas' authority for their purposes on pretext of protecting the
clergy. He subsequently had eight of them arrested and beheaded
before granting pardons to everyone else involved in the insurrection. The encomenderos, as well as the Indians and missionaries,
were further disillusioned when Pacheco mercilessly extorted higher
per capita tributes. Moreover, he was reported to have revoked
and regranted encomit'mdas in order to create lawsuits during which
he could make personal use of the encomiendas in question. 49
The governor's diplomacy, patronage, and prestige as a representative of the king and viceroy were the only pretenses of power
he could muster until about 1659, when the power of his office
began to increase. At that time, New Mexico was divided into eight
districts, or jurisdicciones, each presided over by an unsalaried
alcalde mayor the governor appointed. These appointees had petty
judicial and administrative functions but could be manipulated to
suit the governor's whims. An alcalde mayor could be either the
best friend or the worst enemy of the friars and encomenderos. 5o
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Governors also reserved the right to appoint escuderos forencomiendas that women or minors had inherited. These escuderos
received part ofthe tributes and served as active soldiers in the
place of the heirs. Certainly these appointees, too, could be used
to accomplish the governor's aims and increase his power. At the
same time, governors faced an increasingly powerful adversary in
the form of the Inquisition. In the ever-present church-state conflict, encomenderos and their holdings became more like pawns
on a political chessboard.
In 1658 Gov. Juan de Manso brought criminal charges against
two encomenderos, Capt. Francisco Anaya Almazan and his sonin-law Alonso Rodriguez. Although the nature of these charges was
unclear, Manso had the two men jailed in Santa Fe. While the
governor was gone on an inspection tour, however, they escaped
and fled to Mexico. Manso consequently banished the rest of the
family, confiscated their property, and declared their encomiendas
vacant, afterwards reassigning them to his partisans. Meanwhile
Anaya and Rodriguez won over the friendship of Manso's successor,
Bernardo Lopez de Mendizabal, and accompanied his caravan to
the colony the following year. Lopez immediately sought to restore
their property and encomiendas; much to the consternation of the
Manso camp. 51 The situation soon worsened when Lopez began
arbitrarily to collect tributes from certain encomiendas to satisfy
private debts holders owed him. As part of that move, he raised
the standard half a real per day wage to a full real. He also showed
open, and sometimes violent, disrespect towards the clergy. Consequently, in 1662, the Holy Office in Mexico City ordered the
arrests of Lopez and several prominent members of his. camp.
Manso secured his revenge when he was made chief constable of
the Inquisition in New Mexico and charged with carrying out the
arrests. 52
Among those arrested and imprisoned in Santa Fe by the Inquisition was Francisco Gomez Robledo, whose numerous encomienda holdings included Cicuye (Pecos) pueblo, considered one
of the richest in New Mexico. His father, Portuguese-born Francisco Gomez, had come with Onate and had subsequently held
every office of importance in the province. Sometime before 1620
he had been awarded Cicuye in encomienda. Over the years, the
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Gomez family won a reputation as a staunch defender of royal
authority vested in the governors. Likewise, the younger Gomez
faithfully served Lopez and more than once stepped on the friars'
toes. Mter the arrests were made, Manso and the other Inquisition
officials, including Father Custodian Alonso de Posada, ordered the
alcaldes mayores to impound the holdings of Gomez and the other
imprisoned encomenderos. Posada forbade any unauthorized person to collect revenue from the prisoners' encomiendas under pain
of excommunication and a fineof five hundred pesos. 53
The new. governor, don Diego de Peiialosa, challenged Posada's
jurisdiction over the encomiendas in that matter. He hastily appointed escuderos (from his own supporters, of course) for the
impounded holdings and vigorously argued with the padre over
whether the Holy Office had right to all or part of the tributes until
the prisoners' fate was decided. Thus the church-state power struggle continued while Gomez and his companions languished in jail
and were eventually taken to Mexico City for trial. At their pueblos,
whether one represented the Holy Office or the governor, someone
was always the.re to collect the tributes of corn, animal skins, and
mantas. While Peiialosa was legally correct in appointing escuderos
in lieu of the arrested encomenderos, he undoubtedly had personal
advantage, not frontier defense, foremost in his mind. Not once
did the governor worry that he was twisting the Inquisition's tail
each time he acquired another load of goods from an embargoed
encomienda. 54
In the end, church-state con~ict became the major precipitant
of the demise of the encomienda system. Also, New Mexico in the
late seventeenth century suffered frequent droughts, which added
greatly to the Indians' hardships. Indeed, the tasks Spaniards had
imposed on Indians.left them with little time to care for their own
fields. Crop failures of cotton and corn brought added difficulties
in paying their tributes. Such impositions were especially hard on
the Tewa pueblos and on the northern and eastern peripheral villages of Taos and Cicuye, who likely obtained the bulk of their
tribute-cotton requirements through trade. While some pueblos
had been consolidated at the request of missionaries or encomenderos for indoctrination or defense purposes, famine and desperate

The mission church at Quarai, built during the 1620s and early 1630s. Now part of the Salinas
National Monument. Photo by Harvey Caplin, courtesy of the family.
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flight, along with disease, were main factors in their decline. Gradually more Pueblo Indians fled to their Athapascan neighbors to
escape the increased tributes and the governor's dangerous whims.
By the end of Governor Pacheco's term in 1644, only forty-three
pueblos in New Mexico were inhabited, a far cry from the approximately 150 at the beginning of Spanish colonization.
Apache raids, particularly after 1672·, were another reason for
the pueblos' demise. These incursions continued in frequency and
intensity despite encomenderos repeatedly taking the field with
their Indian auxiliaries. Even that move was hazardous because
the adult male populace ofcertain pueblos was so small and because
their homes were continually exposed to the raiding nomads. Likewise, the number of troops in the militia units were too few to do
much good. By 1679 the Piro and Tompiro villages east of the
Manzanos were practically abandoned, and the southern pueblos
On the Rio Grande were rapidly shrinking. 55 Encomenderos. increasingly resented being called away from their estancias to lead
lengthy campaigns at inconvenient times. While that call often
could not be helped, many soldiers regarded service at distant
places like Taos or Zuni as a form of banishment; indeed, some
governors used assignments in these areas as a means of getting
insubordinates temporarily out of their hair. 56 Because ofthe lack
of an effective military force, missionary activities among the pueblos also deteriorated, and the crown's hopes of creating a bishopric
in New Mexico were dashed.
As for the resident Spanish colonists, encomienda tributes had
a significant impact on them in terms of subsistence. These tributes
probably were an important factor in improving the colonists' lot
through their ability to accumulate and their distribution of surplus,
whenever possible, to those less fortunate. A recent scholar has
speculated that a redistribution network, based on extended kinship lines or population clusters, probably resulted from an encomendero's ability to supply periodic surplus. However, the scant
documentation of the period does not readily reveal marriage preferences, identification of kinship groups, and settlement patterns
that might show the role of individual encomenderos and their
extended kin. Nevertheless the attempts of several governors to
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confiscate certain encomenderos' tributes suggests something of
their economic ~alue. 57
At any rate excessive tributes, lack of military protection, churchstate squabbles, and overbearing governors and enco~enderos were
the main causes or'the Pueblo uprising during that fateful summer
of 1680. Although the Pueblos succeeded in driving out the Spaniards only temporarily, something they could not have done closer
to Mexico City and the viceregal authorities, the Indians scored
one important victory. Never again would they be subject to the
encomienda system. Indeed, it has been argued that had it not
been for the uprising, the more prosperous ranches might have
developed in New Mexico a settlement pattern similar to that which
subsequently'appeared in Nueva Vizcaya and other provinces to
the south, with ~he labor of dependent Indians or poor mestizos
supporting widely scattered large holdings. When Diego de Vargas
led the Reconquest of the provirice in 1692-93, he petitioned for
and received from the crown a large encomienda grant. However,
since it was never developed or put into operation-the Vargas
heirs later had the grant converted into a pension-shows that the
encomienda was, for all practical purposes, extinct. 58
As for frontier defense, the presidios in New Mexico replaced
the unsatisfactory civilian-soldier corps that the encomenderos were
compelled to man. Instead, these borderland outposts were manned
by seasoned garrisons whose salaries came from the royal treasury.
Their commanding officers were subject to the local authorities
who kept them supplied. 59
Ironically, while the encomienda system was never successful in
New Mexico, particularly among nomadic tribes,' the province's
remoteness enabled it to last longer there than in other, more
settled portions of Spain's New World empire. In many ways, New
Mexico's early colonial frontier experience paralleled that of Yucatan, in southern Mexico, whose native Mayan populace suffered
heavily under the rule of encomenderos, many of whom sought to
tum their allotments into semi-feudal estates. The key difference
was that in New Mexico such estates had not been developed
because of the more harsh, semiarid terrain. As Apache raids increased, frontier defense became a primary concern. In the end,
where the Mayans ofYucatan had failed, the Pueblos of New Mexico
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were successful. 60 Subsequently, many of the old encomendero
families who surVived the pueblo Revolt returned with Vargas to
put down permanent roots and to initiate the patron system that
has characterized New Mexico politics down to recent times. 61 Even
though the encomienda was dead and new settlement patterns had
emerged, its effects were long-lasting.
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NEWS NOTES
The Review wishes to announce several changes currently taking place with
staff members. Dr. Paul A. Hutton, formerly assistant professor at Utah State
University, assumed editorship of the New Mexico Historical Review as of 1 July
1985, and issues of the Review commencing with the January 1986 issue will carry
his name as editor. Professor Hutton, who joined the UNM history department
in August 1984 as assistant professor of U. S. frontier and military history, has
extensive editorial experience, having served as editorial assistant under Martin
Ridge at the Journal of American History and more recently as associate editor
of the Western Historical Quarterly. He is also a prolific author. His major monograph, Phil Sheridan and His Army, has just been published by the University
of Nebraska Press, and he has books forthcoming from the Southern Methodist
and University of Nebraska presses. At the same time he has contributed many
articles to scholarly and popular journals and has underway a study of the Alamo
in history and popular culture.
Richard W. Etulain, editor of the Review since 1979, will be on leave from his
teaching duties at UNM for the 1985-86 academic year. While on sabbatical,
Etulain will serve as the Hilliard Distinguished Professor of Humanities at the
University of Nevada, Reno, for the fall semester. In addition, he will also lecture
during the spring semester on the American West in India, Australia, and New
Zealand.
Lynn Brittner, editorial assistant at the New Mexico Historical Review, has
recently been awarded a National Endowment for the Arts scholarship for the fall
semester of 1985. Ms. Brittner will serve as a fellow in Museum Administration
at the Smithsonian in Washington, D. C., before returning to the University of
New Mexico where she is a graduate student in American Studies.
The University of New Mexico is pleased to announce the establishing of the
Calvin Horn Lectures on Western American History a'nd Culture. This series,
sponsored by Albuquerque businessman and educator Calvin Horn, will bring to
the UNM campus each year a well-known specialist on the American West to
deliver a series of lectures on his/her specialty. The lecturer for 1985 will be
Robert M. Utley, noted scholar and writer on frontier military and Indian topics.
His lectures, scheduled for November, will deal with the Lincoln County War.
Check with the Review office for specific details.
The Department of History, University of Texas at Arlington, announces the
1986 Webb-Smith Essay Competition with a $500 award for the best essay of
10,000 words or less on the topic "The History of North American Discovery."
The winning essay will be submitted for publication as part of volume twentyone of the Walter Prescott Webb Memorial Lecture Series that Texas A&M University Press publishes. Manuscripts for the 1986 contest must be submitted by
1 February 1986. For submittal forms and additional information, write the Walter
Prescott Memorial Lectures Committee, Department of History, Box 19529, University of Texas at Arlington, Arlington, Tex. 76019.

NEWS NOTES
News from the DeGolyer Library, Southern Methodist University, includes
announcement of joint publication with the SMU Press of two titles due out late
this year as part of the library's publication series. Edited by Paul A. Hutton, Ten
Days on the Plains is a facsimile edition of a first-person account by Henry Eugene
Davies of a military-sponsored hunting expedition that "Buffalo Bill" Cody led.
Also to be published is Alamo Images: Changing Perceptions ofa Texas Experience,
an exhibit catalogue authored by Susan Prendergast Schoelwer, Paul.A. Hutton,
and Thomas W. Glaser. The catalogue is part of a research project entitled "Reapproaching the Texas Revolution: The Alamo Myth," a major endeavor funded by
the Texas Committee for the Humanities. The catalogue will accompany a fivemonth exhibit in the DeGolyer Library, 16 November 1985 through 14 March
1986, as part of the Texas Sesquicentennial Celebration and the seventy-fifth
anniversary of SMU. The exhibit will trace the historical fort's mythical and
symbolic roles in society through displays that include historic manuscripts, drawings, and ~aps as well as contemporary movie stills and posters, record jackets,
games, and toys.
The Tucson Public Library and the National Endowment for the Humanities
are sponsoring a conference, Old Southwest/New Southwest, 14-17 November
at the Westward Look Resort in Tucson. Writers and scholars, as well as the
general public, interested in modern southwestern literature, history, and film
are invited to attend. For more information, contact Judy Lensink, Tucson Public
Library, Box 27470, Tucson, Ariz. 85726-7470.
The School of American Research in Santa Fe has received a $10,000 grant
from the National Endowment for the Arts for research on the school's collection
of pottery from Acoma and Laguna pueblos. Richard Dillingham, a scholar of the
Acoma/Laguna pottery tradition, has been commissioned to research the collection
and prepare a manuscript for publication. His work will emphasize twentiethcentury artists and will include discussions with elder masters about their traditional heritage.
An additional grant of $18,000 has been awarded to the school to publish a
book on its 483-piece southwestern Indian basketry collection. Dr. Andrew Hunter
Whiteford will author the book, which will include the work of major southwestern
tribes, including Apache, Navajo, southern Paiute, Pueblo, Pima, Papago, and
the Yuman-speaking peoples. The book will also discuss the state of basket weaving
today in each tribe based on Whiteford's recent fieldwork at the reservations and
pueblos.

AN EARLIER CHAPTER OF KIOWA HISTORY

ELIZABETH A. H. JOHN*

KIOWA TRIBAL MEMORY harks back to a mythic time of emergence
amid the great mountains around the headwaters of the Yellowstone
and Missouri rivers. From that ancestral cradle an epic migration
carried the Kiowas eastward to the Black Hills, and ultimately to
the southern plains, where their lives would center about the Wichita Mountains. The rich legendary dimension of their hegira has
been carefully told from generation to generation. Lately, tribal
concern for the faithful preservation of their traditions has resulted
in publication of two beautifully conceived and executed volumes,
Kiowa Voices, to which all may look for Kiowas' sense of themselves. I
In contrast, the written record that the historian must seek has
appeared to be meager for the early years. Those invaluable tribal
documents, the Kiowa calendars, extend back only to the mid1830s, about the time that Kiowas began dealing directly 'with the
United States. At that juncture they were already caught up in the
pressures and processes that would swiftly erode the Kiowa world
and within four decades confine them on the reservation in present
Oklahoma. Between the Kiowa calendars, reported by anthropologist James Mooney in the 1890s,2 and rather sparse American,
Mexican, and Texan documents, there can be glearied some inkling,
though by no means a satisfactory understanding, of the events of
that period. The documentary evidence thickens rapidly for the
reservation years onward, and from that tragic era historical knowledge of the Kiowas largely derives.
But an earlier epoch of Kiowa history can be traced in Spanish
documents of the northern frontier of New Spain, principally reflecting their voluntary interaction with New Mexicans. Then, "in
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the beginning," just emerging from the shadows of history, Kiowas
had much greater choice about their lives than their descendants
would know for generations to come. The manner in which the
Kiowas handled those choices contrasts significantly with the stereotypes of Kiowa behavior that developed on Anglo frontiers.
That earliest recorded chapter of Kiowa history is particularly
complex because of the intricate fashion in which Kiowa fortunes
entwined with those of numerous nations of the upper Missouri
basin. Some of the nomenclature in the documents can be reliably
equated with tribal names presently known; some are unsolved
puzzles. The Spaniards of New Mexico called them collectively iheNations of the North, or Nortefios. 3
French fur traders of the Illinois country knew the Kiowas in
the 1790s as allies of the Cheyennes, roving the streams of the
upper Missouri basin. 4 References to Kiowa friendship with the
Cheyennes also occur in documents of late eighteenth- and early
nineteenth-century New Mexico and Texas, casting doubt upon
Mooney's notion that the Cheyennes were long-time enemies who
had helped the Sioux oust the Kiowas from the Black Hills. However, the Kiowas and their neighbors were feeling severe pressures
in the 1790s, not only from Sioux but from Anglo Americans, who
menaced Indians of the northern plains from the outset of their
nationhood.
Seeking counterweight and perhaps refuge, the Kiowas and their
associates first looked directly southward to Spanish Texas. Their
emissaries were Skidi Pawnees, who enjoyed ready entree through
their friends, the Wichitas and Taovayas of Red River, who had
themselves a long-established treaty relationship with the. Spaniards of Texas. In February 1795, a dozen Skidis, escorted by Wichitas and Taovayas, visited· Gov. Manuel Munoz in San Antonio.
They told him that they had fled their former home because of
injuries inflicted by the Americans and that they spoke for thirtythree other nations who wished to be friends with the Spaniards.
Among those nations were the Kiowas. 5
Pedro de Nava, commandant general· of the Interior Provinces
of New Spain, rejoiced at the prospect of so many Indian nations
wishing to align themselves with the Spaniards against the Americans.. Unfortunately, the dithering old governor of Texas proved
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incompetent even to report the situation adequately to his su"periars, much less respond satisfactorily to the Indians who brought
the proposition. The Skidis recognized his uselessness and gave up
on negotiations at San Antonio, but they did not relinquish hopes
of a Spanish alliance. In June 1795, Skidi Chief Yrisac led representatives of those thirty-three nations to Laredo and thence to the
capital of Nuevo Santander (now the state of Tamaulipas) to negotiate with the more able governor of that province. But Conde
de Sierra Gorda, taken completely unawares and lacking adequate
interpreters for the languages of those northern nations, could give
them no immediate satisfaction. The visitors went home disappointed, leaving the commandant general to mourn the opportunity
for strategic Indian alliances that his subordinates had fumbled.
Five years later the Kiowas and their friends looked to New
Mexico for a Spanish connection. Actually, Kiowa men and women
had been turning up in New Mexico at least since 1727: by 1800,
church records showed thirty-five Kiowas baptized and six buried
in that province, all presumably captives cast upon the New Mexican frontier by the internecine turmoils to the north and east. 6
It was in the early autumn of 1800 that Kiowas first probed the
northern frontier of New Mexico deliberately and in some force.
They came with Apaches del Norte, Pawnees, and Skidi Pawnees,
some three to five hundred men altogether, with a horse herd of
two thousand. Clearly, that was no ordinary raiding party. However, from a base in the front range of the Rocky Mountains, they
did enough damage in the Abiquiu area to incense the Jicarillas
and Utes. The latter not only reported them to the Spanish authorities, but proposed a joint expedition to drive them away. Before genizaro scouts an,d Spanish troops could reconnoiter their
camp, however, the invaders headed north towards home. 7
Comanches suspected that the intruders had been guided by a
Skidi Pawnee captive whom they had reared to adulthood, only to
have him betray six Comanche warriors into the hands of Skidis to
whom he escaped. The New Mexicans and their Indian allies wondered whether and why the Nations of the North had launched a
war upon their frontier and braced themselves against worse to
come.
The Nortenos did come back the following spring. This time nine

Contemporary Kiowa art, Two-Hatchet, artist. Courtesy Institute of American
Indian Art, Santa Fe.
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nations were said to be camped together in the front range, whence
the Apaches del Norte launched overtures to the Jicarillas and
Navajos. They explained that they wanted to be friends with those
nations because they were in fact the same kind of people, who
spoke the same language, but had been cut off from their linguistic
. brothers long ago when the Comanche wedge shattered the eastern
Apacheria, an event of the 1720s. Here, obviously, were the people
who would become known in American history as Kiowa Apaches,
that little isolated Apache group who had somehow in the turmoils
of the eighteenth century found a place in the Kiowa camp circle.
The Jicarillas responded graciously to that appeal, stocking a
mountain rendezvous with bundles of tobacco and making themselves available to meet with the Nations of the North. Still other
eastern Apaches heard of the lost kinsmen. Lipanes turned up on
the eastern frontier of New Mexico for the first time in many years,
explaining that they had come to join their relatives, the Jicarillas
and the Apaches del Norte, in vengeance on the Comanches. That
was alarming news for the Spaniards, whose control of the northern
frontier depended heavily upon their alliance with the Comanches
in New Mexico and Texas. They wasted no time in ordering the
Lipanes to go back to Texas and Coahuila, where they had lived
in alliance with the Spaniards for half a century. 8
However menacing the grudges of their Apache associates,: the
Nations of the North did not threaten the Spaniards. Instead, in
the summer of 1801, from the camp of Jicarilla Chief Pajarito, they
sent to Taos three crosses to signify their desire for friendship and
trade and advised that their representatives would soon come to
Taos bearing that same symbol. Twenty-three Nortefio delegates,
including five chiefs, showed up at Taos early in October and. were
escorted to Santa Fe to visit Gov. Fernando Chacon. They wished
to establish themselves on the Arkansas River and to trade at Taos.
Governor Chacon assured them that they would be welcomed as
friends and allies on the same terms as the other allied nations. 9
But what of the Comanches, those most important allies of the
Spaniards, who had controlled the upper Arkansas for half a century? The Nations of the North set about ousting them. Little more
than a month after their visit to Santa Fe, a large party of Nortefios
fell upon a camp of Cuchantica Comanches on the Arkansas. The
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Comanches, who lost considerable property in the raid but no lives,
warned a party of New Mexican buffalo hunters against more than
a thousand Norteiios roving the hunting grounds. Alarmed, the
hunters scurried back to Santa Fe without meat. Meanwhile, the
Comanches reported the attack to the governor, making no secret
of their indignation that he had offered the Norteiios alliance on
equal terms with them.
The ensuing spring of 1802 brought no cheer to the northern
Comancheria. By March they had lost four men and many horses
to Pawnees and six men and more than thirty horses to Utes. But
their vengeance focused principally upon the Norteiios, whom they
were determined to drive back to their old homelands. In midsummer the Jupe Comanches delivered a strong blow, killing twentyfour Kiowas and seizing much of their property and in fact drove
them away from the Arkansas. At virtually the same time, fifteen
chiefs of the Nations of the North were visiting Santa Fe, renewing
their request for peaceful relations and for permission to establish
themselves in New Mexico. Again, Governor Chacon responded
favorably, but when he heard shortly afterwards of the Comanche
victory over the Ki'owas and of the Norteiios' preparations for vengeance, he guessed that their antipathy would make it impossible for
Kiowas and Comanches ever to dwell in peaceful proximity. 10
Few Norteiios visited New Mexico during the next two years.
Forty of their men and women did come to Taos in July 1803 to
trade very quickly for blankets, hatchets, and punche tobacco, but
they would not take time to send an envoy to Santa Fe. Only a
week later the principal leaders of the western Comanches stopped
by Santa Fe on their way home from a fruitless ninety-six-day
campaign against the Kiowas and Skidi Pawnees, whom they had
been unable to find. Those Comanches did encounter in Santa Fe
a delegation of Pawnees, but the mortal enemies treated each other
with the perfect courtesy required of all visitors to the Spanish
capital, and New Mexicans escorted the departing Pawnees as far
as the Arkansas River to ensure that no violence marred their visit
to the province. ll The next summer another small delegation of
Pawnees came to Santa Fe to renew their treaty relationship, but
the rest of the Nations of the North stayed away.
That aloofness worried the Spaniards, who knew that Lewis and

JOHN: KIOWA HISTORY

385

Clark were pushing up the Missouri, aggressively wooing Indians
for the United States as they explored the terrain. New Mexico
countered with a small expedition to the Platte River·to contact
the Pawnees and Apaches del Norte and particularly to try to make
peace among the Indian nations who were friendly to Spain. The
expedition's leader; veteran interpreter Pedro Vial, sponsored peace
talks between Pawnees and Comanches and brought Pawnee leaders back to Santa Fe to reaffirm their commitment to Spain. 12
Perhaps New Mexico's show of good faith and interest in the
nations of the Platte encouraged the Nortenos to resume negotiations.. Perhaps also the assiduous courtship of their Sioux adversaries by Lewis and Clark alarmed them. Whatever the reason, in
June 1805, two Arapaho chiefs visited Santa Fe to solicit peace,
alliance, and trade with New Mexico, not only for themselves but
for the Cheyennes and Skidi Pawnees with whom they were allied. 13
They found ,at Santa Fe more generous hospitality than ever and
.the standing offer of trade and alliance on the same terms as the
other allied nations, subject to a visit by the principal chiefs of each
nation to affirm the treaty. The two Arapahos hurried home as fast
as they could, slowed only slightly by the measles they developed
at Taos. Within the month, another six Arapaho chiefs came to Taos
with 130 men, bearing a red flag with a white cross and requesting
peace. They could spare only three days to trade hides for gunpowder, blankets, and horses, but they promised that their nation
would return in the fall to pay their respects to the governor and
properly ratify a lasting peace.
Nortenos always seemed to be in a great hurry, quite unlike the
Comanches, who customarily sent advance notice that they were
coming and then spent several days ceremoniously visiting and
trading. Perhaps that reflected the profound insecurity of the Nortenos then, especially their anxiety to rush back to families left
behind in camps vulnerable to enemy attack while their men made
the dangerous trek to New Mexico. Just how hazardous that journey
had become was proved in the fall of 1805, when the governor
dispatched Vial with a load of presents to winter among the Nortenos and counteract American influence. A large party of mounted
Indians. with plenty of guns jumped Vial's party at the Arkansas
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River and seized so much of their equipment that they could only
limp back to Santa Fe to report failure. 14
The identity of the attackers was a puzzle. Vial thought they
certainly were not Pawnees because Pawnees never fought on
horseback as these had done; moreover, the Pawnees seemed truly
faithful friends. Not Kiowas, for these warriors were fully clothed
in white, red, and blue, with cloths tied on their heads, and Kiowa
warriors never wore cumbersome gear into battle. Furthermore,
there was every reason to think the Kiowas' peace overtures to
New Mexico had been sincere, even if they were now said to be
waging a hot war against the Timpagnogos Utes. 15
In fact, the Kiowas now seemed the most promising avenue to
the Norteiios. Another of Santa Fe's ablest interpreters, Carbineer
Juan Lucero, volunteered to lead a party north from Taos to find
the Kiowas, and perhaps through them reach the other Norteiios
whom Vial had hoped to contact through the Pawnees. He left Taos
on 27 November 1805 with twenty-five hand-picked settlers from
Taos and in just eleven days found a warm welcome in the winter
camps of the Kiowas. Their chiefs had been giving considerable
thought to ways of maintaining good relations with the Spaniards
and hoped through Spanish mediation to gain peace with the Comanches. If that could be accomplished, the Kiowas believed, they
could bring ten other tribes to make peace with the Spaniards.
They sent the chief called EI Ronco back with Lucero to talk with
the governor. 16
By Christmas Day, EI Ronco had accomplished his mission in
Santa Fe. He desired two Spanish flags and presents of good quality.
In particular, the Kiowas required properly engraved medals for
their chiefs, not the shoddy adapted pesos that were the only
medals then on hand in Santa Fe. More important still, EI Ronco
wanted Gov. Joaquin del Real Alencaster to send runners to find
the Comanches and invite them to Santa Fe to celebrate peace
with the Kiowas. Afterwards, he proposed, the celebrants should
ride with Spanish escorts to visit the camps of both nations in order
to affirm the peace before all their people. Now EI Ronco set a
time when the Kiowas would come to Santa Fe with their principal
chief, Bule,17 to ratify with the governor their permanent friendship. EI Ronco left for his camp on 26 December, again riding with
Lucero, who reported back to Santa Fe on 18 January 1806.
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Might a treaty between C9manches and Kiowas produce a coalition powerful enough to threaten the Spaniards? Despite the
apparent sincerity of the Kiowas and the proven reliability of the
Comanches, Gov. Real Alencaster worried about bringing them
together. Fortunately, while he wondered how to avoid the issue,
the Kiowas and Comanches worked out a treaty without the governor's help. Perhaps they did use the good offices of Juan Lucero,
who had long enjoyed excellent rapport with the Comanches and
had recently become a friend of the Kiowas too. That would account
for the Kiowa tradition that a Spanish intermediary brought about
their peace with the Comanches.
Whatever the details of the negotiations, it was in the first half
of 1806 that the Kiowas and Comanches celebrated the enduring
peace between those two markedly different nations. The Kiowas
dealt with the principal chief of the Yamparica Comanches, generally known as Somiguaso and recently dubbed General Carlos
by the Spanish authorities. The tradition recorded by Mooney is
that the Kiowa chief Guik' ate, second only to the principal chief,
went to make the peace at the Comanche camps on the Double
Mountain Fork of the Brazos. 18 Spanish records show that the five
rancherias of Somiguaso's followers had moved the year before from
their long-time residence in the north (presumably on the Arkansas)
to the upper Colorado River, near the Concho. That had brought
them close to the eastern Cuchanticas, who dealt principally with
Texas, but Somiguaso had promised to continue the annual visits
to New Mexico that his people had made ever since the peace
treaty at Pecos in 1786. Surely the Guik' ate of Kiowa tradition was
the chief whom the Spaniards knew as EI Ronco. To cement the
alliance in 1806, he married a daughter of Somiguaso and went to
live with the Yamparicas. 19
Negotiation of the Kiowa alliance with the Spaniards progressed
much less speedily. In the spring of 1806 the Kiowas scheduled a
meeting with five other nations whom they hoped to bring with
them to Santa Fe to join the accord. But surprise attacks by Skidi
Pawnees, with whom they had not been at war, so disrupted the
lives of those nations that they had to postpone their meeting with
the Kiowas until summer's end. Consequently, the Kiowas' principal chief, Bule, deferred his visit to Santa Fe until his friends
could come. Lucero learned of that decision when he went to look

Contemporary Kiowa art, Mitch Boiddle, artist. Courtesy Institute of American
Indian Art, Santa Fe.
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for the Kiowas in the early summer and found them in the area of
present Salida, Colorado. Camped with them he found thirteen
ranchos of Orejones, who lived near the Missouri River. They had
come to talk with the Kiowas about going to Santa Fe, despite
lavish presents from Frenchmen who wanted to keep them in the
Missouri Valley..
Lucero promised to come back in September to escort the delegates to Santa Fe, but upon returning in the fall he could find
nothing of the Kiowas except trails le~ding towards the Missouri
River. Lucero guessed that they had. been scared away by the
rumors, or perhaps the smokes, of the Facundo Melgares expedition, a six-hundred-man force that had marched from New Mexico
that summer to counteract the American expeditions of Lewis and
Clark and of Pike. The disappointed Spaniards could only wait and
hope that the Kiowas would come to Santa Fe in their own good
' .
time. 20
The next spring, 1807, many Kiowas and ~ther Nortenosgathered about the headwaters of Fountain Creek and along the upper
Arkansas, in the vicinity of modern Pueblo. In mid-May, a wellarmed party of Arapahos a~d Flechas Hayadas hailed a Spanish
patrol from Taos to give them a friendly message: they planned to
visit the governor to verify their friendship; now they were hunting
and' would soon come to Taos to trade' pelts for things that they
needed. 21 Responding promptly, Gov. Real Alencaster sent L~ceto
northward with flag and modest gifts, to urge the principal leaders
of each of the nations to come to Santa Fe to ratify the peace and
receive appropriate symbols of authority and presents.
Meanwhile, 'scouts reported that the gathering Norteiios seemed
to have the idea ofjoining with the Comanches ina live war against
the Pawnees. Certainly the Kiowas had made contact with the
Yamparicas. A Kiowa leader and his Yamparica counterpart stopped
by Santa Fe in June to pay their respects to the governor iri the
course of their reciprocal visits to each other's camps, and the
Kiowa assured the governor that Chief Bule would come soon.
And so he did. On 3 August 1807, fourteen Kiowas took part in
the treaty ceremony in the Palace of the Governors. Governor Real
Alencaster hung about the neck of Chief Bule a large silver medal
with the king's picture and handed him a silver-headed cane, the
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traditional symbols of the reciprocal obligations of vassalage to the
Spanish crown. Two lesser Kiowa chiefs received the smaller medals of secondary leadership. Three Arapaho chiefs accepted the one
large and two small medals and the symbolic cane for their nation.
All received presents of textiles, tobacco, mirrors, and tools, a
bounty from the sovereign to which their treaty would entitle them
every year thereafter. 22
The treaty terms were like those the Comanches and the Spaniards celebrated at Pecos in 1786. 23 In this treaty, the Kiowas pledged
not to injure any subjects of the Spanish king; in return, they would
be entitled to his protection. They could settle and subsist near
Spanish settlements and freely enter the settlements to trade; their
chiefs would enjoy free passage to Santa Fe and access to the
governor as they wished. In addition, leaders would make one
official visit to the governor each year to reaffirm the alliance and
receive the king's presents. Such treaty terms had proved quite
workable over the past two decades. Now, the Kiowas would readily
fit into the well-established pattern of friendly interaction between
nomadic Indians and the people of New Mexico.
One aspect of the obligations of vassals of the Spanish crown
posed particular difficulties: the responsibility not to injure any of
the king's other vassals and to hold as their enemies only those
whom he recognized as enemies. Although the Comanches, Navajos, Utes, and Jicarillas each maintained successful treaty relationships with New Mexico, they had found it nearly impossible to
submerge their deeply rooted intertribal enmities. The Spaniards
accepted that reality. They could only insist that enemy tribesmen
behave parmoniously when they met within settled areas of New
Mexico, especially when visiting Santa Fe. To minimize the possibility of clashes, New Mexican authorities routinely provided safe
conduct to the outer bounds of the province for departing Indian
visitors.
The Kiowas met such tests from the beginning. Forty Pawnees
were in Santa Fe for their ceremonial renewal of treaty relations
at the time of the Kiowa and Arapaho treaty ceremonies. Presumably the delegates of the three nations shared the government's
guest quarters for Indian allies. They were also together at Taos
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the next month when the alcalde slaughtered two beeves to provision them for their homeward journeys. 24 But they did not make
their encounter an occasion to reconcile the differences that had
led the Kiowas and Arapahos earlier in the year to talk of joining
the Comanches in war against the Pawnees.
Whatever the difficulties among the tribes, after 1807 the Kiowas
figured in the New Mexican record as one of the allied nations who
maintained harmony and tranquility with the province. 25 In Santa
Fe they enjoyed the hospitality of the governor's table and of the
quarters for the allied nations that the government maintained,
presumably in the presidio. There' the crown supplied food and
firewood. In addition, servants were on hand to make tortillas and
see to their comfort, under the supervision of a soldier assigned to
duty at the quarters. The visitors also had access to a special store
for the allied nations, probably also in the presidio as was the
warehouse of gift articles. In that store they could purchase finer
and more varied goods than were generally available in the frontier
trade. But of all its stock they liked best the piloncillos, those dark
sugar loaves purveyed by the thousands, ofwhich there never could
be enough to sate the Indians' appetite for sweets.
The alliance operated smoothly. Towards the end of 1808 two
Kiowa leaders came to Santa Fe to honor their treaty obligations
and carried home the appropriate gifts. The commandant at Taos
furnished them an escort of six soldiers and fourteen settlers and
Indians ofTaos to see them safely home. 26
Only two months later, in FebrQary' 1809, Kiowa Chief Dos
Hachas arrived with the largest delegation of Norteiio leaders yet
seen in Santa Fe. Chief Lobo Blanco of the Arapahos claimed to
.be the recognized leader of all the nations represented in the
delegation-the Kiowas, Apaches del Norte, Piernas Delgaditas,
and Barrigones-as well as others not present. Since other chiefs
in the delegation vouched for his story, Gov. Jose Manrrique gave
him the Spanish flag and the chiefly medal and cane that he requested. Lobo Blanco expressed great enthusiasm for the Spanish
alliance, and he promised to return to trade at Taos with many
Norteiios, also urging that New Mexicans be permitted to accompany them back to their own territory. Again, Manrrique granted
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his request, licensing a large party of Taoseiios to go to trade with
the Norteiios. 27
Thus were the Kiowas and their associates drawn into a system
of trade between settled New Mexicans and their roving Indian
neighbors that dated back to pre-Columbian times and flourished
in the early nineteenth century. In succeeding decades, AngloAmericans would call it the Comanchero trade and consider it a
peculiar Mexican wickedness. But it was in fact an efficient vital
exchange of agricultural and. manufactured products of New Mexicansfor hides and meats and tallow supplied by nomadic hunting
peoples ..
While Kiowas would exercise their right to trade at Taos in the
coming decades, that exertion was hardly necessary because tens
and even hundreds of New Mexicans trekked regularly to Kiowa
camps. Certainly the greatest volume of the trade was with the
Comanches, who were far the most numerous of the allied nations;
but the Kiowas and other Norteiios, the Utes, the Jicarillas, and
the Navajos were just as often the destination. of New Mexican
trading parties from northern settlements and pueblos. Spanish
law required that the traders be licensed, but Governor Manrrique
encouraged the traffic by liberal licensing policies. Not only did it
yield reciprocal economic advantages for his citizenry and the allied
nations; it was an effective, cost-free means to maintain the lively
interaction necessary for Indian alliances to thrive. it was also an
indispensable source of news from the outermost reaches of Spanish
territory. 28 All traders were obliged to report to the authorities any
unusual developments that they noticed; so were the Indian allies,
who met that obligation zealously. New Mexico thus gained a surprisinglyefficient network of surveillance against foreign interlopers.
There was plenty of news to report, not only of ever-increasing
incursions of traders and trappers from the Anglo-American frontier, but of intertribal strife as well. In the summer of 1809, Comanches reported that Pawnees had abandoned their village to
escape a fierce onslaught of Kiowas and Arapahos. 29 That autumn,
Utes and Jicarillas left their families on the New Mexican frontier
for safety and rode together to the front range to hunt buffalo and
to .campaign against the Kiowas if the opportunity should arise.
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They had the great misfortune to find near the Arkansas an encampment of Kiowas, Comanches, and Arapahos, who drubbed
them.
Among the heavy casualties the Utes suffered was their principal
chief, a greatly valued ally of the Spaniards. The Utes were infuriated that they, such long-standing friends of the Spaniards, should
have been so aggrieved, by the Spaniards' newer friends, and they
threatened to wreak their vengeance upon New Mexico. Fortunately for the peace of the frontier, a trusted interpreter convinced
the Utes of the governor's argument that, while he maintained
strict neutrality in intertribal disputes and made every effort to
prevent their injuring each other within his province, he could not
possibly control conflicts far beyond the settlements. 30
Intertribal relations never ceased to be volatile, but the Kiowa
peace with the Comanches proved stable and so to a useful extent
did the Kiowa alliance with New Mexico. Surrounding conditions
were anything but stable. Anglo-American trappers and traders
surged into the southern Rockies, making Taos their hub and introducing the distilled spirits so grievously harmful to the Indian
populace. Shortly after the mountain men came the Santa Fe traders, who soon made the plains an arena of conflict with Indians
whose overriding desire for trade they would give no credence.
The turmoils of the ten-year Mexican struggle for independence
also affected the Kiowas. Spanish authority held firm in New Mexico, but in Texas a combination of revolutionaries and filibusters
destroyed Spanish authority for the summer of 1813, and the Comanche alliance in Texas broke down for more than a decade in
the aftermath. When the king's forces regained control of San Antonio in August 1813, many insurgents fled north and west to Indian
camps and villages, whence they sparked devastating raids against
Texas and Coahuila. Their purpose was to make those provinces
untenable for the royalists, and they very nearly succeeded.
By 1816 the insurgents had engineered a peace between the
Comanches and the Lipanes in Texas, despite decades of profound
enmity between those nations. For the first time since the 1720s,
Lipanes could safely reach across the vast Comancheria to their
lost kinsmen in the north. So the Lipanes sent an emissary to invite
the Apaches del Norte and their friends to join them amid the
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splendid hills and valleys of the upper Colorado and Guadalupe
rivers, which the new accord with the Comanches permitted Apaches
to enjoy once more. In the summer of 1818, five or six hundred
families of Apaches del Norte, Kiowas, and Arapahos were seen
moving southward down the plains under the guidance of the Lipan
messenger. 31
Thus Kiowas ventured toward Texas in the closing years of New
Spain's bloody internecine struggles over the issue of independence, coming as associates ofthe Lipanes and Comanches in whose
camps Spanish fugitives fomented raids against Texas and Coahuila.
Newly independent Mexico moved promptly after 1821 to repair
the ruptured alliances with Lipanes and Comanches in Texas, but
Kiowas appear to have had little part in those accords. While their
relations with New Mexico remained relatively peaceful, the Kiowas would never find a basis for, or perhaps even incentive to seek,
an accord with Mexican Texas, much less its succeeding AngloAmerican regimes. Vendettas burgeoned inexorably into the wide
wars that, in the 1870s, finally cost the Kiowas and their friends
the freedom of the southern plains. Since the perception of Kiowas
in American history is rooted principally in that era of warfare,
they are generally remembered only as fiercely implacable warriors. 32
Hence the particular usefulness of the Spanish records of New
Mexico as a source of balancing perspective. Not only do they
demonstrate the crucial importance of New Mexicans, Hispanic
and Indian, as brokers in a key arena of cultural confrontation, they
also display the Kiowas in their purposeful quest for security and
commerce, before they were caught up in the relentless warfare
that characterized the Anglo-American frontier. The result is a fairer
perception of the Kiowas, a people whose arts and traditions attest
one of the richest and most appealing ofPlains Indian cultures.
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*The author gratefully acknowledges that a basic research grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities facilitated the development of this essay.
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THE NAVAJO AT THE BOSQUE REDONDO:
COOPERATION, RESISTANCE, AND INITIATIVE,

1864-1868

KATHERINE MARIE BIRMINGHAM OSBURN

DESPITE THE TRAUMATIC EXPERIENCE of military defeat and incarceration in a strange and hostile environment, the Navajo at the
Bosque Redondo, 1864-68, did not respond passively to the reservation experience. Rather, they devised active adaptive strategies
using a pattern of cooperation, resistance, and initiative. While
Navajo religion furnished the Indians with a means of devising
their own responses to many problems they faced, it also acted as
a basis for solidarity in an experience potentially devastating to the
Navajo's cultural survival. Since Indian behavior worked against
the military's purposes and functioning at the Bosque Redondo,
Indians were a variable in the reservation's demise, actively participating in its failure-not merely observing its collapse. Thus,
while administrative and military aspects of the Bosque are important, the Navajo's behavior warrants equal consideration.
As a result of the Kit Carson campaign of 1863-64, Brig. Gen.
James H. Carleton, commander of the military department of New
Mexico, moved· the Navajo to a plot in southeastern New Mexico
known as Bosque Redondo. 1 There he had established a military
post, Fort Sumner, and a reservation, where he planned to transform the Mescalero Apache and the Navajo into peaceful, Christian
Americans. 2 The Navajo who arrived at the Bosque Redondo were
starving and impoverished, and over the next four years, their
miserable condition did not improve greatly. Shortages of food and
fuel were continual, and the alkaline water caused dysentery. Other
illnesses at the reservation included malaria, pneumonia, rheumatic fever, measles, and venereal disease. The Indians reported
0028-6206/85/1000-0399
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that sometimes military personnel beat them and that Navajo women
were raped. Further, the Navajo were raided by other Indian tribes. 3
Despite this evidence, Carleton interpreted the Navajo's degraded condition as an indication that they were now passive and
dependent. "It is a mockery," he wrote, "to hold councils with a
people who ... have only to await our decisions. [We should] care
for them as children until they can care for themselves."4 In his
view, the Navajo were his to transform. The Indians initially proved
cooperative. As a condition of their surrender, the Indians agreed,
as former Indian Superintendent James L. Collins noted in 1864,
"to abandon their nomadic, marauding way of life, to settle on a
reservation away from their cherished mountain homes, and to
devote themselves to the pursuit of industry as their means of
support."5
ObserVers at the Bosque Redondo generally commented on how
industriously the· Indians worked. In 1865, the Indians testified
before the Doolittle Commission, a Senate investigative committee, that they were more than willing to farm despite the problems
involved. In addition, Michael Steck, superintendent of Indian
Affairs in 1864, commented that "the tribe has for three centuries
been engaged in planting and they are also far in advance of all
other wild tribes in various fabricks such as blankets, baskets, ropes,
saddles and bridle bits."6 Thus it appeared, to individuals who
visited the reservation in the early years, that the experiment had
tremendous potential and that the Indians were hard-working and
cooperative.
Indian cooperation was, however, more complex than it first
appeared. Although the Navajo recognized that farming was a necessity-because the rations provided by the United States government were inadequate-the Indians had more choice in this
area than is initially apparent. In 1868, for instance, they staunchly
refused to plant any crops, explaining, "We have done all that we
could possibly do, but we found it to be labor in vain and have
therefore quit it; for this reason we have not planted or tried to do
anything this year."7 Thus, cooperation, though mandated by hunger, was also a choice, for the Indians did refuse to farm. In this
act they demonstrated their ability to decide for or against cooperation, regardless of the circumstances.
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Similarly, the Navajo considered the benefits of the education
programs at the Bosque and chose to accept training in carpentry,
leatherworking, and blacksmithing. Delgadito, the Navajo headman, realized his people's need to repair their newly acquired farm
implements and also concluded that they would now have to learn
how to make a living. The Navajo also perceived that the trades
provided them with such an opportunity. 8 Accommodation in this
realm, then, was a strategy born of immediate needs and of an
understanding of the new economic realities facing the Indians.
While the Navajo appreciated instruction in the trades, they were
much more reticent about the benefits of other types of education.
For example, although General Carleton established a school at
the Bosque Redondo in 1865, the Indians rarely utilized it. 9 Apparently, they were more interested in receiving the ration coupons
that the school distributed than in procuring an education for their
children. As post surgeon Dr. George Gwynther noted:
I do not think that the juvenile savages shared either love of or
aptitude for the alphabet, nor rightly appreciated the treasure to
which it was the key; inasmuch as they often stipulated for additional
bread rations as a condition of longer attendance at school. 10 .

The Navajo's resistance to the reservation school was a serious
blow to Carleton's plans for acculturation. Yet the Indians claimed
they were not opposed to education; they were simply mOre absorbed with the immediate concerns of daily survival and considered the benefits of education to be peripheral to more urgent
matters such as obtaining enough food to fend off starvation. 11 Their
attempt to procure money and extra ration coupons for sending
their children to school demonstrates the Indians' shrewd survival
strategy.
The Navajo gave top priority to procuring more food. They often
tried pleading for larger rations. While officers struggled to· find a
solution, sometimes increasing the size of the ration, other times
shifting its frequency, the Indians acted to meet their needs by
their own methods. They stole any available food and also produced
some three thousand extra ration coupons. 12 By forging metal coupons, the Navajos were utilizing an old skill to meet a new need.

Navajos receiving ration tickets, Fort Sumner, N. Mex. Courtesy National Archives, photo no. Ill-SC-87966.
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In addition, since the number of forged tickets increased from
January to May of 1865, the number of Indians who benefitted
from this practice probably increased. 13 Apparently, however, this
strategy profited some Indians at the expense of others.
Another method of obtaining extra food was prostitution, which
was not a standard practice under less stressful conditions. Navajo
women were generally considered to be modest and decent, before
and after the Bosque Redondo years. Indeed, the Navajo moral
code discourages promiscuity, and Navajo religion had a ritual designed for "the removal of prostitution or mania," called The Prostitution Way.14 While the Navajo recognized the degradation of
prostitution at Fort Sumner, they also indicated that the women
were compelled to set aside their moral prescriptions because of
poverty and hunger. 15
Although some Navajo disregarded the moral injunctions of their
culture against prostitution, the taboos governing residence were
generally upheld. Carleton had originally planned to house the
Navajo in neatly ordered barracks similar to the type of housing
found in Pueblo villages. 16 The Navajo, however, found this scheme
unacceptable because their traditional housing was widely dispersed. Furthermore, they rejected the notion of permanent homes
because of their beliefs about departed souls. "The custom of our .
tribe," the chiefs claimed, "is never to enter a house where a person
has died, but abandon it." Consequently, they settled "in scattered
and extended camps, unorganized by bands or otherwise. "17
The Navajo's refusal to adhere to Carleton's plans for their housing represents another assertion of their autonomy. Instead of conforming to the military's plans, the Navajo forced the military to
restructure their administration procedures. As Nelson H. Davis
complained, the dispersed Indians were difficult to control, and
his troops were severely taxed in their efforts to round up Indians
for work. 18 Thus, the defiance of the Indians allowed them to continue their traditional settlement patterns in spite of their captivity
and to exert some control over the decisions that affected their
lives.
For similar reasons, the Navajo refused medical treatment at the
post hospital. The Indians explained that they shunned the hospital
because "all that have reported there have died." Because of this
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belief, Dr. Gwynther insisted on removing from the hospital all
patients who were near death. 19 Thus the Indians' behavior helped
to dictate hospital policy.
Resistance to the hospital can also be traced to the Navajo's
preference for their native medicine men. Dr. Gwynther complained that "the relations of the sick person have [occasionally]
carried the patient off clandestinely, to get such benefits as may
accrue from the practice of their native medicine-men. "20 The Indians admitted that the medicine men were often ineffectual in
combatting diseases on the reservation, but explained that they
lacked the plants necessary for native cures. 21
Army doctors viewed illness as a natural occurrence treatable
with scientific methods, but the Navajo had a different interpretation. In the Navajo world view, illness is an example of disharmony in the cosmic order thatthe performance ofa religious ceremony
can correct. During the ceremony, the Navajo invoke their Holy
People to rectify the disturbance of order. If the ritual is correctly
carried out, the deities are obligated to grant the mortal's requests,
for a principle of reciprocity governs the exchange. 22 In this regard,
Navajo oral tradition emphasizes the importance of healing ritual
at the Bosque. Charlie Mitchell, a Navajo who had been a child at
the reservation, explained that ceremonies were performed to prevent the Navajo from dying in captivity. Z3
In seeking solutions to disease, the Navajo rejected Anglo cures
but embraced some from other Indians. They borrowed, for instance, the Chiricahua'Windway from the Apache at the fort. This
ritual cures a variety of sicknesses such as: those caused by the
winds-being knocked over by wind, cooking with a tree felled by
wind, or sleeping in a place hollowed out by winds; those caused
by snakes-eating food touched by a snake, injury to a snake, or
snake bites; those from a cactus-because of cooking with tree
cactus; or those by flooding. Another Navajo explanation for sickness at the Bosque Redondo was witchcraft. To help combat illness
resulting from witchcraft, the Navajo also adopted the Apache's
Suckingway ritual technique for curing a witchcraft victim: sucking
out the witch's darts. 24
To bring about other cures, the Navajo also performed many of
their own ceremonies. For instance, the Squaw Dance, a ritual of
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the Navajo Evilway, which· purifies an individual from diseaseinducing contacts with foreigners, was used at the Bosque. 25 Ac- .
cording to this ceremony some SIcknesses are the result of the
ghosts of aliens, either those whom a Navajo warrior has killed, or
those who died from other causes and with whom the Navajo may
have had contact, sexual or otherwise. Touching the corpse or
stepping on the grave of an "outsider" may also cause alien ghosts
to torment a Navajo with sickness. 26 Because the Navajo were in
close contact with Apache and Anglos who died, they no doubt felt
that at least some of their sicknesses necessitated the performance
of the Squaw Dance,
Other reasons for enacting the Squaw Dance were probably
connected with Navajo raids from the Bosque reservation. Since
Navajo warriors were killing enemies during this time, they required a Squaw Dance to prevent or cure a retaliating illness. In
March of 1866, as an example, seven Navajo went on a foray against
the Utes who had killed one of their chldren. The Navajo pursued
their enemies for approximately twelve or thirteen days and then
attacked them, killing five and capturing a ten-year-old Ute boy,
twenty-four horses', and saddles and guns. 27 Another account of a
Navajo campaign from Fort Sumner does not end so happily. While
on· a raid in the Comanche country, the Navajo lost four of their
war party. The raid had been doomed, the raiders concluded, when
a coyote appeared one night in the warriors' camp. In October of
1867, a contingent of Navajo retaliated against the Comanches for
a raid on 9 September. The Navajo had pursued their attackers
and killed twelve. 28
In addition to retaliatory raids, the Indians also committed offensive raids aimed at obtaining more stock. In this regard, settlers
in eastern New Mexico claimed that Navajo from Fort Sumner
attacked their homes and stole their livestock. Yet while some
Navajo did engage in such activities, it is important to note that a
large number of the complaints were probably exaggerated and
that the Navajo were often blamed for depredations that other
Indians committed. 29 Regardless of blame, warfare conducted at
the Bosque Redondo required ceremony to counteract the disturbance it wro~ght in the natural order.

Barboncito, Navajo leader designated head chief of the Navajos by Gen. Sherman
in 1868. From The Army and the Navajo by Gerald Thompson.
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The Navajo also performed the Fire Dance, a ritual of the ninenight Mountainway or Nightway ceremonies that restore harmony.
The Fire Dance combines, in a single ceremony, the abbreviated
forms of many ceremonials. Dancers representing a variety of other
Holyway ceremonies, such as Beautyway, Windway, or Waterway,
perform a portion of their chant. The patient receives the specific
benefits of each without undergoing the entire ceremony. Thus the
Fire Dance saves time and expense and would serve the Navajos
by adapting their more elaborate ceremonies to the limited resources of the reservation. 30
The Fire Dance was also possibly connected with the food problems at the Bosque. Certainly, corn-growing rites and the ritualistic
treatment of food employed in the dance were relevant to experiences of the Navajo on the reservation. According to their eschatology, an individual who has eaten another person's food without
ritualistic preparation may be in danger of being transformed into
that person. Therefore, the Navajo may have performed Fire Dances
as protection from being "transformed" by the white person's food.
The recitation of rituals concerned with agriculture suggests that,
although the Navajos utilized the American's technology, they were
convinced that their success in farming was contingent upon their
controlling the forces of nature that were responsible for the harvest. 31
While the Navajo employed a variety of responses in order to
survive at the Bosque, their ultimate goal was to return to their
homeland. From April to August of 1865, approximately 1,300 Navajo left the reservation, hoping to return to their old country where
roughly 1,000 to 2,000 Navajo remained, having escaped the roundup. General Carleton dealt sternly with the runaway problem,
telling his newly appointed post commander Maj. William McCleave
that he would kill every Indian· found off the reservation without
a passport. Despite this threat, Indians continued to leave the
reservation over the next several years. In 1868, for example, 250
to 300 more Navajo escaped. 32
.
The majority of Navajo, however, remained at the Bosque Redondo and attempted to obtain their liberty through pleading and
ceremony. As early as 1865, the Indians begged for their release,
warning that if they were forced to remain upon the reservation
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they would "all die very soon." They explained that they had been
instructed by their Holy People to remain within the boundaries
of three rivers, the Rio Grande, the Rio San Juan, and the Rio
Colorado, and that their violation ofthis restriction was responsible
for their current suffering. They extolled the productivity of their
old country where they had enough food and firewood and were
safe from their enemies. 33
According to Navajo oral tradition, it was not pleading alone that
secured the Navajo's release, but also the performance of the Coyote Way ritual. Although some informants claimed that the ritual
was divinatory, indicating that the government was now ready to
free the Navajo, other Navajo attributed their freedom to this ceremony. The years of pleading had been unsuccessful, they claimed,
until the penormance of the Coyote ritual, "during which our leader
was blessed with Coyote power." Because of this ceremony, the
next request to leave was approved. 34
Moreover, the Navajo called on their religious' ritual to aid them
in interaction with the reservation personnel. Recognizing that
Anglos controlled the reservation, the Navajo attempted, at the
same time, to circumvent government officials and to procure release by petitioning their Holy People. To this day, some Navajo
believe that, ultimately, their Holy People, not the United States
government, returned them to their current reservation. Whatever
the cause of release, 0l,1 1 July 1868, the Navajo signed a treaty
with the U.S. government allowing them to return to their traditional homeland. 35
An examination of the Navajo's behavior at the Bosque Redondo
reveals that the Indians worked toward two primary goals, survival
and release, by using a pattern of cooperation, resistance, and
initiative. Cooperation meant farming and learning the trades, while
resistance was manifested in refus~ng formal education, barracks
housing, and Anglo medical treatment. In addition, prostitution,
forgery, raiding, fleeing, and ceremony represented Indian initiative. These varied activities indicate that the Navajo had no single
survival strategy. In fact, solutions that individuals employed sometimes clashed with the interests of the tribe as a whole. For example, when Navajo leaders promised to curtail raiding, while
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other Navajo raided, the Indians were factionalized, increasing the
potential for cultural disintegration. 36
Navajo religion, however, was an important element in avoiding
this fate. Oral histories recount how special the ceremonies were
to the Indians during captivity and indicate their belief that their
Holy People sustained the tribe at the bosque. 37 In addition to
providing comfort, religion was also a source of social cohesion.
Navajo ceremonies require large gatherings of people, some of
whom are involved with the ceremony while others come to meet
friends and family. 38 The largest number of spectators gather during
the final day and night of a sing, and the patient's kinsmen are
expected to feed them. Consequently, there is social pressure on
all nearby relatives to contribute time and labor to help defray the
costs of a ritual. Thus, kinsmen and neighbors are bound together
by reciprocal obligations governing the ceremony. 39
Ceremony also functions ideally as a means of reducing intergroup tensions by redistributing wealth. The singer is expected to
give a large portion of his fee to friends and relatives. Navajos who
stint on ceremonies risk accusations of witchcraft, and prosperous
Navajos must sponsor elaborate ceremonies to avoid similar suspicions. 4O In a situation such as that at the B~sque Redondo, where
resources were limited and tensions great, c.eremony would have
provided a means of reducing stress the uneven distribution of
resources generated. Religion, then, was the key to the Navajo's
survival as a cultural unit during their stay near Fort Sumner.
The Bosque Redondo experiment failed for anumber of reasons,
most of which historians have discussed. The reservation was not
economically feasible because of environmental and administrative
problems, yet the failure of the Bosque Redondo cannot be understood without discussing Navajo activities. Clearly, their behavior
taxed the labors of the military in administering them-because of
their dispersed settlement pattern-and in containing them-because they left the post without the proper papers. Their refusal to
accept the Bosque Redondo, seen in their nearly constant begging
to go home, also contributed to the realization that Carleton's plan
was not workable. The Navajo at the Bosque Redondo were not passive observers of the reservation's rise and fall, but were, instead,
active participants in the successes and failures of the experiment.
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Navajo hogan and sheep. Milton Snow, photographer. Courtesy u.S. Indian Service.

RIGOS AND POBRES: WEALTH DISTRIBUTION
ON THE NAVAJO RESERVATION IN 1915

ROBERT S. McPHERSON

HOLIDAY SEA~ON of 1915 was a time of rejoicing for at least
one man on the Navajo reservation-Peter Paquette, superintendent of the agency headquartered at Fort Defiance, Arizona. For
on 26 December, Paquette mailed to the Bureau of Indian Affairs
the 1915 census, the first such document to be compiled since the
Navajo had returned from Bosque Redondo in 1868. 1 It had taken
five men four months to collect and edit the information, and so
it was not with just a little pride that in the letter of transmittal
the superintendent tweaked the nose of his Washington supervisor
in pointing out that estimated costs had proved to be very accurate
(approximately $2,000), that the 398-page manuscript "was done
entirely by the Agency Office force in addition to their other duties,"
and that the census was the "first of its kind ever."2 Paquette had
accomplished an important task that would be cited in years to
come as growing population and increasing livestock became
mounting concerns in the management of Navajo lands.
The 1915 census is filled with information about the most densely
populated portion of the reservation. Although information on the
San Juan, Leupp, and Western agencies were compiled separately
by their respective superintendents, the major portion of the tribe
was enumerated in Paquette's work. To undertake this job he selected four men who were either Navajo or who had married Navajo
women and who were intimately familiar with the language and
lifestyle they would encounter in their survey. The reservation was
divided into districts (see map) and the men sent out with numerous
questions about cultural, demographic, and economic concerns.
The information reported in the census and its accompanying letter
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includes sections on Navajo placenames and clan relationships,
identification of influential men, frequency of polygamous and miscegenetic marriages, distribution of houses and hogans, number of
school children, problems in health and education, type and amount
of livestock, and trading posts with freighting distances listed. Other
sections include translation of names, value of personal and tribal
wealth, and the composition, age, and relationship of family members. Thus, Paquette's detailed account presents a timely picture
of Navajo life at the beginning of the century and provides insights
into the reasons for livestock reduction, the growth of tribal government, and the issues of grazing and water rights.
This, study will focus on one aspect of Paquette's survey-wealthand view it quantitatively to determine ifpast assumptions maintain
their validity. Before doing so, however, it should be mentioned
that although the figures used to derive this information came from
the census, they do not correspond with totals Paquette listed. In
some instances the two sets of numbers differ widely. Although the
superintendent was conscientious in his approach to gathering and
recording information, he had difficulty correctly adding long columns of numbers. For example, in his addition of page totals, he
was incorrect by as much as three thousand sheep in one case; so
many of his calculations have been refigured. Consequently, later
authors who used his statistics vary from those used in this paper. 3
To understand the 'importance of these findings, the beliefs associated with Navajo property must be briefly reviewed. Basically,
wealth was divided into two types: hard goods to include silver
and turquoise jewelry, saddles, wagons, and other durable materials; and soft goods such as woven blankets, expensive clothes,
tanned buckskins, wedding baskets, and ceremonial knowledge.
However, the basis of all wealth was livestock, which served to
meet subsistence needs and to provide a visible display of status.
As one scholar, Gary Witherspoon, notes, "sheep are not only
wealth in an objective sense but serve as a measure of family wellbeing on a more abstract level of discourse. One is quickly impressed with the identification between 'the family' and 'the sheep. "'4
The importance of sheep in a pastoral lifestyle (regardless of how
much capital is derived from this source) is seen in the emphasis
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an owner placed upon his herd. Total family involvement was required during certain times of the year (shearing, dipping, and
herding), and though ownership was maintained on an individual
basis, personal acquisition was a source of group responsibility and
family pride. Thus, livestock operations were the "most important
cooperative enterprise of the 'outfit' [defined as one or more extended families that work together]; the animals were normally
herded together, though owned individually, and children were
started in the whole process at about the age of five."5
Social prominence was derived from the ownership of sheep, so
a person with a large herd was often respected as wise in management and supernaturally blessed. Also, since the Navajo liv~d in a
matrilineal society, wives often owned more livestock than husbands, while members of the extended kin group or even nonrelated groups combined efforts in maintaining their animals with
those of their relatives or associates. By 1915, cattle, horses, mules,
and goats served as another basis for wealth. Although herds of
these animals were numerous, sheep continued to be the pillar of
the economy. Anthropologist Clyde Kluckhohn, paraphrasing a leader
in a tribal council session, records the speaker as saying:
Give us sheep, give us our mutton, let us have herds as our fathers
and our grandfathers had. If you take away our sheep, you take
away our food, and we have nothing. What ,then will become of our
children? What will we say to our young men who have gone to
war? ... They are fighting now for our homes and our land, and
these things will be useless if you take away our sheep. This is not
right. You must let us keep our sheep or we die. 6

Perhaps the most complete study of Navajo attitudes toward
wealth is found in Navajo Acquisitive Values by Richard Hobson,
who argues that the Navajo possess a strong desire to accumulate
wealth and to "make a good living." This motivation is interpreted
by some Dine, Hobson notes, to mean "The Navajo way is just to
want enough to have enough to eat for your family and nice things
to wear sometimes."7 On the other hand, those who acquire excessive wealth and break the injunction of not being "too rich" are
the first to be accused of antisocial behavior. Thus, Hobson sees
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wealth accumulation as a primary preoccupation controlled through
social means: ''A high valuation is placed upon the possession of
land, livestock, houses, clothes, and jewelry.... Sheer accumulation of wealth is ofless importance than its display or its generous
distribution. "B
Contrary to Anglo society, Navajo culture has often been viewed
as trying to keep interpersonal rivalry and friction at a minimum.
To achieve this goal, a number of leveling mechanisms evolved
that prevented one person or family from becoming too rich or too
dominant in social relations. Accusations of witchcraft, gossip and
ridicule concerning stinginess, and the belief that a prosperous
man should pay a higher price for a ceremony than a poor man
were means of maintaining this control. James F. Downs, a specialist on Navajo practices in animal husbandry and its associated
beliefs, explained that
Navajo economic life has' always been one in which men expended
efforts in order to secure the necessities rather than amass capital.
Many Navajo attitudes about sharing and accumulation of wealth
tend to restrict unrestrained accumulation by individuals. Pressures
to share one's good fortune with relatives and a fear of being accused
of acquiring wealth by means of witchcraft both restrain the acquisitive impulse, although they most certainly do not suppress it
altogether. 9
From these quotations one gets the impression that an informal
egalitarianism existed throughout Navajo country as the Indians
struggled to keep themselves above the grinding poverty associated
with life on the reservation. While sharing and cooperation seemed
to be the hallmark of Navajo life, statistics sometimes tell other
stories.
When the Navajo returned to their homelands after a four-year
exile at Bosque Redondo, they spread throughout the reservation
(and in some instances off the reservation) and returned to previous
residences. Since land ownership was based on usufruct rights and
since the Navajo received 30,000 sheep and 4,000 goats shortly
after their arrival, they began to expand their herds and acquire
the necessary grazing lands. By 1915 that part of the reservation
surveyed in the census had 382,044 sheep and 119,228 goats .. In
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monetary terms of those days (a sheep cost $3.25 and a goat $.75),
the value of these two largest groups of livestock amounted to
$1,331,064. This figure does not include horses, cattle, mules, and
burros, which Paquette estimated would total an additional
$1,101,487.
While these figures are impressive, they raise two important
questions: first, what was the distribution of this wealth-on-thehoof? Second, what impact did this type of livestock production
have on land holdings? If one follows what others have written
about the communal spirit of the Navajos, one would expect that
ownership of animals would be relatively equal, but this is not the
case. As Tables 1 and 3 show, when livestock owners are divided
into ten equal increments and placed in ascending order based on
wealth, a high percentage of animals are concentrated in the wealthiest decile. Figures such as 59.7% and 59.1%, for example, are
surprising for a supposed egalitarian society that stresses leveling
processes. If this imbalance were true of only one district, then it
could be viewed as an anomaly, but all four districts illustrate the
same pattern. A similar inequality exists in the ownership of goats.
Although two of the percentages in this area of ownership are not
as high as in the other two districts, they still show a concentration
of wealth at the top of the scale.
One effective way to analyze these highly skewed percentages
is to use the Gini Coefficient, which measures the amount of equality or inequality by expressing how close to zero (total equality) or
how close to one (total inequality) a series of figures may be. As
seen in Tables 2 and 4, the Gini Coefficients express high inequality
of ownership of sheep and goats in every instance. In terms of
actual animals, the figures are equally impressive. For example,
Table 2 shows the range of livestock for each district, with a high
of 4,000 sheep owned by one man. When all of the sheep in the
top decile of the four districts are added together, one finds that
197,507 animals were owned by a relatively small group of people.
For less fortunate families, the average number of sheep is much
smaller while the median is even lower. Thus, in every respect an
inequality in the division of this wealth appears to exist.
Another question concerning land distribution is of equal importance and provides equally surprising answers. The census mentions two types oflands-fenced and cultivated. Obviously, fenced
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TABLE 1. Ownership of sheep in ascending order.

Agency District
Number

Percent

Number

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

0
0
0
0
757
2557
5683
13789
21065
65005

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.7
2.3
5.2
12.7
19.4 .
59.7

0
0
311
1093
2223
3709
6702
12754
22598
55657

Total

108856

Decile

St. Michaels
District

Chinle District
Percent

Number

0.0
0.0
0.3
1.0
2.1
3.5
6.4
12.1
21.5
53.0

0
0
89
430
776
1227
2486
4400
7873
24965

Ganado District

Percent
0.0
0,0
0,2
1.0
1.8
2.9
5.9
10.4
18.6
59.1

42246

105047

Number
52
991
2393
4047
5900
8191
11800
16651
23990
51880

Percent
0.1
0.6
1.9
3.2
4,7
6.5
9.4
13.2
19.1
41.2

125895

TABLE 2. Distribution of wealth in sheep.

Range of
ownership
Low
Agency District
Chinle District
St. Michaels
Ganado District

0
0
0
0

Average number owned
including

Those
High without sheep
4000
2000
1700
2000

Percent and
number owned by
top 1%
of population

165
155
96
212

Those
with sheep

Median

Number

Percent

Gini
coefficient

280
202
128
231

10
30
20
100

7
7
5
6

19,0
10.8
14.2
7.7

.7541
.7061
.7299
.5773
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TABLE 3. Ownership of goats in ascending order.

Agency District

St. Michaels
District

Chinle District

Ganado District

Decile

Number

Percent

Number

Percent

Number

Percent

Number

Percent

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

0
0
0
0
344
1086
2085
3269
5914
18663

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
1.1
3.5
6.6
10.4
18.8
59.5

0
0
105
540
845
1557
2392
4089
7687
22584

0.0
0.0
0.3
1.4
2.1
3.9
6.0
10.3
19.3
56.7

0
0
90
365
440
733
1051
1902
3710
6407

0.0
0.0
0.6
2.5
3.0
5.0
7.2
12.9
25.2
43.6

0
355
678
1178
1575
2697
3621
5202
5969
12095

0.0
1.1
2.0
3.5
4.7
8.1
10.8
15.6
17.9
36.2

Total

31361

14698

39799

33370

TABLE 4. Distribution of wealth in goats.

Range of
ownership

Agency District
Chinle District
St. Michaels
Ganado District

Percent and
number owned by
top 1%
of population

Average number owned
including

Low

High

Those
without goats

Those
with goats

Median

Number

Percent

Gini
coefficient

0
0
0
0

950
900
800
900

48
59
34
57

85
78
44
64

10
20
10
30

7
7
4
6

15.1
14.0
12.2
8.4

.7423
.7110
.6464
.6293
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land would be of greater concern to the livestock owner. In addition, aridity, poor quality of soil (in general), and an emphasis on
pastoralism would lead one to expect to find small amounts of land
under cultivation, which is the case. Ownership of both fenced and
cultivated land, however, is highly skewed, the latter being not
quite as unbalanced as the former (see Tables 5 and 7). The amount
of fenced land ranges from zero to a high of 8,500 acres, while
median figures vary from zero to 4.5 acres (Table 6). Cultivated
land, ranging from zero to 160 acres with the highest median of
three acres, shows it similar type of distribution but on a smaller
scale (Table 8). Part of this problem may be attributed to the location of arable land and water, but the statistical pattern in land
and livestock categories is too distinct to be attributed solely to
water or other resources.
The logical conclusion about the large livestock/landholders is
that these two groups were one,and the same-the more pasturage,
the more animals-'but this carryover was not necessarily true. For
example, Table 9 lists twenty-five of the larger livestock owners on
the reservation, who, with only a few exceptions, owned a small
proportion of the fenced acres. Of the ten large landowners identified in the above list, only three had large herds, none of which
were comparable in size to the flocks of the largest livestock holders.
Thus, large landholdings did not mean the owner had a large herd
and large herds did not mean that the owner would have a great
"
deal of land.
Before providing possible explanations for this inequality, a few
considerations should be made. The first lies in the ownership of
sheep. The census attributes livestock to one man and his family,
when, in reality, all members of the group--plus the extended
kin-..,may have had part ownership in the herd. 'Second, Paquette
mentions that Gallup, New Mexico, was the central railroad shipping point for much of the reservation and that year-round transportation was available. It is conceivable that some herds of sheep
were sold just before the census-taker arrived, thus indicating a
low figure for sheep while the large number of fenced acres remained constant. Finally, those people wlio had large herds and
little or no land probably ranged their animals on unfenced or
general-use territory as opposed to renting pasturage from their
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TABLE 5. Ownership of fenced acreage in ascending order.

Agency District
Decile

Number

Percent

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

0
0
0
0
157
484
669
722
7565
39956

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.3
1.0
1.4
1.4
15.3
80.6

Total

49533

St. Michaels
District

Chinle District

Ganado District

Number

Percent

Number

Percent

Number

Percent

0
0
0
0
0
74
157
243
342
3829

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
1.6
3.4
5.2
7.4
82.4

0
0
0
0
0
0
56
143
273
3169

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
1.5
3.9
7.5
87.0

6
47
79
106
155
203
282
377
542
5844

0.0
0.6
1.0
1.4
2.0
2.7
3.7
4.9
7.1
76.5

4645

3641

7641

TABLE 6. Distribution of fenced acreage.

Range of
ownership

Average number owned
including

Those
Those
Low High without acreage with acreage
Agency District
Chinle District
St. Michaels
Ganado District

0
0
0
0

8500
640
300
64

Percent and
number owned
by top 1%
of population

75
7
6
18

131
15
16
20

Gini
Median Number Percent coefficient
4.5
0.5
0.0
4.0

27400
3040

llOO
2186

55.3
65.4
30.2
28.6

.8444
.8312
.8605
.7621
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TABLE 7. Ownership of cultivated acreage in ascending order.

Agency District

St. Michaels
District

Chinle District

Ganado District

Decile

Number

Percent

Number

Percent

Number

Percent

Number

Percent

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

0
0
0
0
75
156
252
296
483
784

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
3.7
7.6
12.3
14.5
23.6
38.6

0
6
99
136
166
216
268
335
418
1211

0.0
0.2
3.5
4.8
5.8
7.6
9.4
11.7
14.6
42.4

0
0
0
0
0
0
59
135
249
749

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
4.9
11.3
20.9
62.8

10
42
67
84
107
128
174
220
296
534

0.6
2.5
4.0
5.0
6.4
7.7
10.5
13.2
17.8
32.1

Total

2046

2855

1192

1662

TABLE 8. Distribution of cultivated acreage.

Range of
ownership

Average number owned
incl~ding

Those
Those
Low High without acreage with acreage
Agency District
Chirile District
SI. Michaels
Ganado District

0
0
0
0

40
160
40
80

Percent and
number owned
by top 1%
of population

3.3
4.2
1.9
4.0

5.5
5.2
4.7
4.2

Gini
Median Number Percent coefficient
2
3
0
2

149
561
173
137

7.3
19.6
14.5
8.2

.6232
.5390
.7837
.4564
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9. Comparison of livestock and landholdings.

Census #

Sheep

Goats

Fenced land
(acres)

29
148
150
151
158
180
268
285
434
3198
3221
3227
3333
3393
3445
3588
6135
6173
6257
6354
8045
8070
8125
8324
8451

1400
3800
900
1000
2500
1861
3800
2000
3000
900
2000
1200
1386
1400
1500
1900
1000
1400
2000
1500
2500
1350
2000
1200
1700

100
30
300
950
60
39
260
150
90
100
50
300
0
400
200
150
200
20
200
100
90
70
70
50
60

260
160
0
140
0
1000
10
0
18
3
25
6
1
0
2
0
2
1
30
10
160
4
5
0
3

Cultivated land
(acres)

200
2
0
4
0
4
4
0
10
3
9
6
1.5
0
2
8
2
1
30
10
1
3
5
0
3

(those with large landholdings)

50
51
59
69
153
180
465
550
3047
3448
*No entry

10
20
120
40

6
0
120
20

*

*

1861
600
365
40
0

39
400
112
36
0

8500
8500
900
640
4000
1000
2000
2500
640
640

0
10
0.5
0
4
4
6
6
3
640
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neighbors. Moreover, some wealthy Navajos were known to have
hired poorer Navajos to herd part of a flock for a percentage of the
lamb crop. Logically, these sheep could be grazed on the poorer
Navajo's land. In addition, since herding centered around a Winter
and a summer camp that needed to be near water and within
distance of a corral, many of the sites had to remain close to the
herder's homes.
Yet these qualifying remarks do not explain why land and animals,
the two basic resources of the Navajo, were unequally distributed
in 1915. As flocks grew at. an increasingly faster rate, the land base
seemed to shrink, and though there had been thirteen territorial
additions made to the reservation by 1915 (with more to be made
in the future), the carrying capacity of the land was deteriorating.
Father Anselm Weber of Saint Michael's Mission in 1914 said, "The
Navajo Reservation is stocked heavier and its range is more overgrazed and run down than the range in any other part of these
states [New Mexico and Arizona]."10 Indeed, by 1928, the problem
of overgrazing was the first issue to be addressed in the November
meeting of the Navajo Tribal Council, which resulted in a Grazing
Committee that legislated a fifteen-cent tax on each sheep or goat
owner having more th~m 1,000 head. This resolution, though passed,
was never enforced. l l
Of ever greater interest is the second item on the agenda in
1928-"The Question of eventually Limiting the Number of Sheep,
Horses, Goats, and Cattle for Any One Indian so that Benefits of
the Range May be more Equitably Distributed Among the Navajos. "12 Describing the "haves" and the "have-nots" as "ricos" and
"pobres," the council attacked the problem with reticence. 13 The
responsibilities associated with clan, family, and social ties entered
into the consideration of reducing the number oflivestock, creating
a maze of considerations difficult to resolve. Wealth was counted
in sheep, ownership was an individual right, and land use was
based on usufruct rights, not legal contracts, yet the dwindling
natural resources needed to be saved.
During the meeting, District Superintendent Chester E. Faris
made an interesting observation that bore directly on the issue of
ricos and pobres. Speaking of the distribution of wealth, he said:
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Some families have three, four, and even 5,000 sheep and goats.
These men are leaders in thought, application,. and influence. Five
years ago your chairman (Desha Clah Chischilly) had no sheep; today
he has nearly 1,000. Maybe in another year or two he will have
more than 1,OOO-maybe 2,000. Such leaders are found among every
people. There are industrial chiefs among white people-the Fords,
the Morgans, the Rothchilds. These men have much and they give
much. 14

Faris made a point that many anthropologists and historians overlook when they write about the Navajo. The economic, social, and
political power of the reservation was influenced by the wealthy,
not solely by the tribe's desire for egalitarianism. This assertion is
not to deny the existence of the leveling forces already mentioned,
but only to underscore that wealth and prominence played an
important role in determining influence. Anthropologist Ruth Underhill points out that during the nineteenth century a number of
affiuent Navajo men surrounded themselves with poor families who
wanted to be associated with a prosperous person. By the early
twentieth century, many of these families who had gained their
wealth in earlier years when raiding and the settling of choice lands
was possible, now continued to enjoy high standards ofliving when
others in the tribe suffered. 15 One scholar also cites a report written
in the 1880s indicating that at least two-thirds of the families had
less than one hundred sheep and that 24 percent of the population
had no sheep. 16 A report of commissioners in 1897 also states that
one-third of the adult population owned no property but that the
customary sharing and reciprocity among Navajos was carried out,
if ~ecessary, "even to the last meal in the house. "17
Although further research needs to determine how much sharing
occurred, one may assume that (1) those who were wealthy often
farmed out part of their herds to poorer Navajos who would care
for the livestock for a part of the herd's increase; (2) that individual
and not family or group ownership was involved; and (3) that the
social pressures discussed earlier did not seem to reduce the desire
or ability to accumulate extensive flocks. Clearly, extreme wealth
for a few fortunates prevailed.
Who, then, were some of these ricos? Contrary to what Clyde
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Kluckhohn suggested-that these "rich men often exert great power
through economic pressure but they often work mostly behind the
scenes and are seldom invested with the authority of formal leadership"-four of six men whom Paquette designated as "principle"
men" were fairly well-to-do by the standards of the times lB (see
Table 9). Other influential men are listed in the census, but their
names and identity are not sufficiently clear, and thus an accurate,
larger sampling cannot be determined. A study of the financial
background of some of these tribal leaders would probably reveal
considerable eco~omic status. For instance, Chee Dodge, one of
the identified leaders, was noted in Paquette's letter as owning a
Dodge car, a stone house valued at $5,000 and, one suspects; the
person referred to when the superintendent wrote, "In addition
one of the above parties has a bank account of something like
$80,000 being the largest individual depositor in McKinley County,
New Mexico, outside of the coal companies." His wealth, accrued
through trading posts, money lending, and ranching, was illustrated in a number of cars "equipped with white sidewall tires and
with spares mounted on the front fenders inside chrome covers,"
an array of household servants, and a retinue of poorer Navajos he
aided financially. 19
While Chee Dodge was the most successful of the ricos, he was
not necessarily the exception. Although little quantitative research
has been done concerning wealthy Navajos, they were apparently
scattered throughout the reservation and were leaders in their
communities. For in'stance, Dagha da Sikaad was one of the first
Navajos to move into the Kaibeto area, evading exile during the
Fort Sumner period. His power and prestige grew as rapidly as his
flocks so that by the early 1900s he was able to bequeath to his
descendants herds that each exceeded 1,500 head. 20 One might
argue that Navajo reciprocity and sharing would dilute these herds
and spread the wealth throughout the society following the owner's
death, but this dispersion did not occur. In the case of Dagha da
Sikaad, a study conducted in 1982 showed that status and property
had been perpetuated along family lines.
The four ricos in the sample (those with over 1,000 sheep units
of livestock) deserve additional comment. Three were descendants
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or married descendants of Dagha da Sikaad. The fourth was the
wealthiest livestock owner of the southern Coppermine area and
the son-in-law of the headman who first migrated to that area after
Fort Sumner. All four were wealthy because they or their wives had
inherited large numbers oflivestock and exercised rights to use large
tracts of relatively good grazing land. 21

The transmittal of wealth through family members appears to be
the norm in Navajo culture. Many families have a "resource controller" who oversees grazing lands and who may provide counsel
in the distribution of flocks in the event of the death of a close
relative. When the controller dies, this responsibility remains in
the family ap.d is passed· on (1) to the oldest living son available;
(2) to the current living spouse; or, finally, (3) to the husband of
the eldest available daughter. If no one assumes the responsibility
for control of grazing lands, then the right is lost-a traumatic event
to large sheep owners. 22 Not surprisingly, then, one study reveals
as many as 73 percent of those people interviewed (142 families)
inherited their wealth from parents or grandparents and that 50
percent of the households owned only 10 percent of the sheep and
goats. 23 This same report shows a Gini Coefficient of .5713, illustrating again the tendency of wealth to be skewed, even though
today poverty and prosperity are far more dependent on the wage
market than on livestock. 24
Clearly, then, a group of ricos gained property and status, both
of which were transferred to succeeding generations. But one must
also look at the influence these ricas exerted in affairs outside their
locales. There are two schools ofthought on this subject, the first
one represented by anthropologists Hobson, Kluckhohn, and
Leighton. They argue that political leaders were not chosen from
the rich but from those who worked well with other people. The
wealthy were hated, distrusted, avoided, feared, and envied and
were rarely given any influential leadership positions. To quote one
of Hobson's informants, "Bunch of Whiskers wasn't a headman but
everybody knew him and feared him. He was the richest Navaho
on the reservation."25
The second group of scholars, including, for example, Witherspoon, Wood, and Underhill, recognizes that leaders were created
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not only because of their ability to work with others but also because
of their financial success. The conspicuous status of thesericos in
sheep and goats proved their resourcefulness and wise management
of affairs. Witherspoon believes this connection between wealth
and leadership was particularly true before stock reduction, when
ownership of animals was at the height of the status-producing
scale. He states: "Community members judge the character and
qualities of those within the residence group on the basis of ·size
and appearance of their sheep herd, No one will be respected in
the community or elected to positions of leadership if his family's
herd gives the appearance of improper care and attention. "26 Thus,
status, wealth, and politics were entertwined then as now in the
affair's of the Navajo.
Returning to 1915 and the period preceding stock reduction, one
can see the importance of understanding the internal mechanics
of Navajo .society. While there has been scanty research in this
area, partly because of the lack of documentation, partly because
of the diversity of Navajo communities, and partly because few
ethnohistorians have yet been willing to delve into cultural as well
as into written sources, still some tentative findings concerning the
influence of ricos on political even~s are evident. It was large stockholders holding positio':'s on the Tribal Council who tried to block
the passage of the fifteen-cent sheep tax mentioned earlier. Interestingly enough, Chee Dodge did not at first oppose this tax, re~
maining more circumspect at the o~tset of the reduction period. 27
As the large stockholders continued to fight losses in wealth and
status, they finally settled on an across-the-board 10 percent reduction for all Navajos, an act that would reduce the number of
animals but that would maintain the social position of the ricos.
Others have suggested that some ricos tried to persuade their
followers to frighten aw~y or kill government officials sent to carry
out stock reduction. 28
The reduction program was carried out, but the results were
mixed. Some ricos maintained their status and a proportionate
amount of wealth, while others were reduced to poverty. These
diverse results can be explained by looking at each district's im'plementation of reduction policies, the number of sheep needing
to be eliminated, and the willingness of a community to accept the
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government plan. In general, however, the loss of stock was traumatic and impoverishing. A study of the Black Mesa area explains
how some of the ricos were affected.
The testimony of four owners illustrates the magnitude of the
reduction. Crooked Fingers owned more than 1,000 sheep before
the reduction. The records of his family herd show that after reduction the herd numbered only 25 animals. Tall John owned 1,350
sheep and goats, more than 100 head of cattle and 58 horses. After
the reduction his permit allowed him to graze less than 100 sheep
and goats, no cattle, and a "few horses." AI Katties' father owned
2,000 head of sheep, a herd that was reduced to about 100 after the
reduction program. Tom Clayton owned 1,550 sheep and goats and
13 horses. After the reduction, his herd consisted of 15 sheep and
goats and 7 horses. 29
Small wonder then that the difficulties ofthis era have been equated
with the trauma of the Long Walk in its impact upon Navajo culture.
Abject poverty was forced upon both the poor and the rich among
the Dine.
Several conclusions can be drawn from these findings. First, one
should only partially accept statements about the Navajo that claim
"their religion discourages accumulation of wealth; they share their
material wealth extensively with their families and neighbors and
friends; their 'familistic individualism' discourages aggressiveness
in economic affairs.... "30 The census of 1915, government documents, and anthropological studies indicate that this conclusion
was not ~ecessarily true and that wealth was concentrated amo~g
a few. Second, political positions, though not based solely on wealth,
were often given to those men who showed knowledge in obtaining
and maintaining physical possessions that enhanced their social
status. Rich and politically active Navajo, along with medicine men
(controllers of spiritual power), were the first ones to come under
attack or accusation for wrongdoing, but these men still commanded respect and exerted influence. Finally, afar greater amount
of attention needs to be focused on internal political and economic
activities on the reservation to better understand the Navajo's view
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of their- history from the early to mid-twentieth century.. Failure
to do so perpetuates a one-sided reporting of events as well as a
misunderstanding of Navajo culture.
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BOOK NOTES
State Maps on File, available from Facts on File, 460 Park Avenue South, New
York, N. y. 10016, is a customized guide expressly designed for easy study and
photocopying. Divided into seven geographical sections, each volume includes
an average of twenty maps per state covering politics, environment, natural resources, economics,· demography, transportation, physical geography, weather,
energy, and history. Organized in O-ring binders, the volumes are customized to
each state's requirements for teaching state history and offer advantages for photocopying that standard atlases lack. The seven-volume set is available for $250.00;
individual volumes are $55.00.
During the last several years the University of Arizona Press has reprinted a
number of southwestern classics, but none has been as beautifully done or as
significant as the new printing of Herbert E. Bolton's Rim of Christendom: A
Biography of Eusebio Francisco Kino, Pacific Coast Pioneer (cloth $40.00). Bolton
was fascinated with Kino, the padre on horseback, and dealt with his life in
previous studies. He found Kino's manuscripts· in Mexican archives and discovered
related materials in other repositories and then traced the travels of the explorer,
missionary, and cartographer. Rim ofChristendom remains the standard biography
of Kino and IS augmented by a new introduction by noted Borderlands scholar
John Kessell.
An important book of a different type is Native American Periodicals and Newspapers, 1828-1928: Bibliography, Publishing Record, and Holdings (Greenwood
Press, cloth $49.95). Compiled by Maureen Hady, edited by James Danky, and
witha foreword by Vine Deloria, Jr., this large reference work will be of invaluable
assistance to scholars as well as to Indian people. Sections of the book describe
indexes used in compilation of the volume, sources for the purchase of microfilm,
and a guide for users of the bibliography. More than HOO titles are listed alphabetically, each with location sources, beginning and ending dates of publication,
names and tenures of editors, subject focus, and languages used other than English. There are subject, editor, geographic, chronological, catchword, and subtitle
indexes.
1nterpreting the Indian: Twentieth-Century Poets and the Native Americans by
Michael Castro (University of New Mexico Press, cloth $22.50) deals with the use
of Native American themes by American poets in this century and identifies the
longing to be an Indian as a major tradition in American poetry. Castro discusses
early popularizers and anthologizers, including Mary Austin, and moves on to
Lew Sarett, and John Neihardt, Charles Olson, and Jerome Rothenberg, concluding with a chapter on the emergence of Indian poets in the 1970s. This is an
interpretive study of poets and their work with excerpts from selected poems.

Several new reprints will be of interest to western historians. Longhorn Cowboy
by James H. Cook (University of Oklahoma Press, cloth $14.95) was first published
in 1942. This new printing includes a foreword by Donald E. Worcester. It is an
autobiographical account that complements Cook's Fifty Years on the Old Frontier.
Joining a cattle drive in 1872 at the age of fifteen, Cook went up the trail five
times. In 1882 he helped an English friend establish a ranch near Silver City,
ultimately selling his interest and moving to Nebraska where he discovered the
fossil quarry that today is Agate Fossil Beds National Monument.
The University ofArizona Press continues to reprint the work of Dane Coolidge,
early twentieth-century writer and photographer. California Cowboys (paper $7.95),
first published in 1939, is a collection of stories about the cattle business and
cowboys and vaqueros in California, Arizona, and Mexico.
The Cowboy Hero: His Image in American History and Culture by William
Savage (University of Oklahoma Press, paper $7.95) was first published in 1979.
Savage deals with images and popular culture and discusses Wild West shows and
early cowboy hero William Buck Taylor, rodeo, film, and music. He also demonstrates how the cowboy image has been used to sell merchandise.
Two publications are available from the Center for Anthropological Studies in
Albuquerque. Spanish Colonial Frontier Research, compiled and edited by Henry
F. Dobyns (paper $14.00 plus handling), is a collection of ten essays by numerous
scholars, including Dobyns, anthropologists Charles Fairbanks and Raymond Willis, and John Van Ness of the Center for Land Grant Studies in Santa Fe. The
emphasis is archaeological with four essays on the eastern Borderlands, one on
the Caribbean, and one each on New Mexico, Arizona, and California. The essay
by Van Ness is on the Polvadera Grant. Forgotten Places and Things: Archaeological Perspectives on American History (paper $26.00 plus handling) is edited
by Albert Ward. It consists of forty papers presented at the meeting of the Society
for Historical Archaeology; topics range from the general to the specific. The
geographical range is from Maine and Virginia to Alaska, but several articles relate
specifically to the West and Southwest with discussions of railroad sites, logging
camps, and David Brugge's essay on Navajo activity areas.
Readings in Latin American History is a two-volume collection (each $32.50 in
cloth and $14.75 in paper; Duke University Press) edited by John J. Johnson,
Peter Bakewell and Meredith Dodge, each of whom was associated with the
Hispanic American Historical Review during the time that that journal was located
at the University of New Mexico. Johnson, a distinguished Latin Americanist and
esteemed colleague, served as editor. The essays in these volumes were selected
as representative samples of the best articles published in the past fifteen years
and to illustrate trends in Latin American history. The volumes should be of
particular value to students.

Book Reviews
THE GALAZ RUIN: A PREHISTORIC MIMBRES VILLAGE IN SOUTHWESTERN NEW
MEXICO. By Roger Anyon and Steven A. LeBlanc. Albuquerque: Maxwell Museum of Anthropology and University of New Mexico Press, 1984. Pp. xi, 612.
Illus., references, appendixes. $35.00 paper.
THE GALAZ RUIN, located in the Mimbres River Valley of southwestern New
Mexico, has long been known as a large Classic period Mimbres site from which
was obtained a rich assortment of more than 800 Mimbre~ bowls, examples of
perhaps the most widely known prehistoric art form in the United States. Recent
investigations there by the Mimbres Foundation, and reevaluation of the data
and collections obtained by the Southwest Museum and the University of Minnesota during their pioneering excavations between 1927 and 1931, however,
have revealed that the village had a lengthy occupation (c. A. D. 550-1350) extending before and after the Classic Mimbres period (c. A. D. 1000-1150), and
that the significance of the site goes well beyond its importance as the source of
an important pottery collection.
This comprehensive and profusely illustrated site report is unlike the conventional findings of most field programs. It combines the results of a modem salvage
archaeological effort, conducted while commercial looters were actually destroying
part of the site, with innovative archival work, artifact analysis, and examinations
of collections, field notes, and catalogues in museums where earlier researchers
had deposited their Galaz materials. The authors attempt to bring together in
this volume all extant data about the ruin, interpreting the earlier work in light
of current understanding of the Mimbres. This project was no easy task, but it
has been accomplished in fine style and in a manner that is both general in nature
and attractive to the public and in which the technical details of the site are made
available to professional archaeologists.
For those who need a review of southwestern archaeology, and the position,
characteristics, and importance of the culture that flourished for a time along and
about the Mimbres River, there is a synopsis of previous research in the region
that led to the inclusion' of that portion of New Mexico as part of the Mogollon
culture, one of the three major cultural entities in the Southwest-the other two
being the Anasazi and Hohokam. The Mimbres culture is considered a regional
specialization of the Mogollon sequence that has been divided chronologically
into Early Pithouse, Late Pithouse, Classic Mimbres, and Postclassic Mimbres
periods.
At the Galaz Ruin, the early expeditions from the Southwest M ~seum and the
University of Minnesota dug a number of pithouses and cleared several r~om
clusters of two superimposed pueblos that rested upon the earlier abandoned
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subterranean dwellings. In modem terminology, the pithouses were of the Late
Pithouse period, and the two pueblos may be assigned 'to the Classic and Postclassic Mimbres periods respectively. Primary objectives of the first diggers were
to recover a large collection of Mimbres bowls, but they also kept records of their
fieldwork and catalogued the specimens collected. Fortunately, the collections
and related documents were cUl:ated in museums of the two institutions.
During the years between 1931 and 1975, when the Mimbres Foundation
undertook limited controlled excavation at Galaz, pothunters practically destroyed
the site, seeking the highly marketable pottery hidden beneath its surface. The
Classic and Postclassic Mimbres pueblos had succumbed to the shovels and mechanical earthmoving equipment of the looters, leaving only a few peripheral
areas of the site undisturbed. In those locales, which contained some Late Pithouse
period structures, the Mimbres Foundation conducted its excavations for two
seasons.
The unreported findings of the two expeditions of six decades ago are blended
with those of the recent salvage activities to the extent that the earlier, sometimes
incomplete, notes will allow. The resulting report contains detailed descriptions
and discussions as well as numerous tables, charts, and appendixes concerning
Galaz architecture, ceramics, burials, floral and faunal remains, and stone and
bone artifacts. Many sections have succinct summaries suitable for the lay reader.
The authors evaluate the archaeological and ecological evidence in reference
to settlement patterns, subsistence, trade, and interaction. The place of the Galaz
community within the Mimbres region and probable causes for the collapse of
the Classic Mimbres also are set forth. Of particular importance to anyone interested in the artistic accomplishments of the ancient Mimbreiios is the appendix
presenting photographs of all the complete painted vessels and a selection of the
unpainted ones excavated at the Galaz site-a total of 887 specimens. How many
more pothunters removed is unknown.
The thorough documentation of the Galaz Ruin finally confirms a long-held
notion that it was once among the most significant villages in the Mimbres Valley.
Understanding what took place there contributes immensely toward comprehending the Mimbres as a whole.

Arizona State Museum, University of Arizona

ROBERT H. LISTER

DINE BAHANE': THE NAVAJO CREATION STORY. By Paul G. Zolbrod. Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 1984. Pp. xi, 431. Bibliog., notes. $29.95.
THAT THERE IS BEAUTY IN MUCH THAT pertains to the Navajo religion is a fact
Navajos themselves not infrequently observe. There is artistry in the drypaintings,
costuming, and rock art; music in the songs and chants; poetry in the prayers and
litanies; and, finally, a narrative power in the myths and legends that is easily lost
in any translation. Zolbrod has succeeded in rendering a reflection of that power
into English.
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His newly published version of the Navajo creation story is based primarily on
the version Washington Matthews published in 1897, but it also integrates portions
of other early recorded versions where incidents not included by Matthews appear
of sufficient importance that Zolbrod thinks they are needed in order to achieve
his purpose. This purpose is to present a text that has aesthetic merit, or, as he
states the matter, that can be viewed as poetry.
While some Navajos regard the religious traditions of their people as symbolic,
many others are fundamentalists in their beliefs. They 'not only hold these traditions sacred, but see them as literal truth. That there are differing versions is
a matter for Navajo theologians to resolve, should they feel the need to attain a
strict consistency. Zolbrod treats the text as literature and gives emphasis to style,
allowing the impression that for the Navajos, the account is a story that can be
adjusted rather freely to the interests of a narrator and his audience.
Whether Zolbrod's approach has resulted in a hybrid version that few Navajo
singers would accept or,a congruent melding of compatible elements is beyond
my ability to judge. As a text that will provide a readable version for the nonspecialist who wants an understanding of the basics of Navajo religious thought,
however, this book has much to recommend it.
Despite his concern for aesthetics, Zolbrod has not abandoned scholarship, and
he gives justification for his decisions, identifies the sources of insertions, and
provides ample comparative references, as well as discussions of significant terms
and concepts. His presentation of the Navajo terms for many proper nouns is
especially welcome, for mere translations can be misleading. Use of the Young
and Morgan orthography will make these terms accessible to anyone willing to
us~ a modern Navajo-English dictionary.
Appreciation of the arts of another culture can be the first step toward an
. understanding of that culture, but it is no more than a beginning in what can
become a long journ~y. Beauty is only skin deep, it is said. Dine bahane' is an
excellent introduction to the Navajo sacred literature, but for the unwary reader
it can be a deceptively simple view of what is actually a very complex subject. It
also provides leads in'its notes and bibliography for a deeper understanding, leads
that are well worth following for those who want more than a first impression. I
have one final quibble. This book deserves an index.

Albuquerque

DAVID M. BRUGGE

NAVAJO COYOTE TALES: THE CURLY T6 AHEEDLIINII VERSION. By Father Berard
Haile, O.F.M. Lincoln: University.ofNebraska Press, 1984. Pp. vi, 146. Illus.
$17.95 cloth; $8.95 paper.
IN THE SOUTHWEST, coyote is a household word. He appears as protagonist in
countless tall tales, poems, and paintings. He is elusive and wary; frequently
heard, but rarely seen. His haunting cry punctuates the tranquil night with
mockery. He captures our imagination and arouses our fantasies. His stories
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delight and provoke us. The genre invites comparison with the familiar Br'er
Rabbit parables of our childhoods.
While the antics of coyote thus have universal appeal, among the Navajo, the
role of coyote transcends mundane chicanery. Hence the publication of the Curly
T6 Aheedliinii version of Navajo coyote tales provides a new and rich source of
information that not only illuminates Navajo world view, but also substantiates
the salient principles of symbolic inversion. Although the Navajo coyote frequently
appears in the familiar guise of trickster, many of his adventures occur in mythological times where his alliance with supernatural beings plact<s him in sacred
context. When he reverses the order of the universe and abrogates sanctioned
moral values, coyote provides a dialectical tool for analyzing and restoring an
ordered universe. Since balance, order, and harmony are fundamental precepts
of Navajo metaphysics, coyote defines the ideal universe by his ingenious deviations from it. Although the book 'is divided into sections that chronicle a series
of related misadventures, the entire work can be viewed as a metaphorical cycle
of anarchy and restoration. When coyote courts chaos, he not only dramatizes the
dangers, uncertainties, and contradictions inherent in life, he also creates an
opportunity for renewing the norm. He is the sacred clown incarnate; a symbolic
rebel with a cause.
The intervention of supernatural beings in the frequent occurrences of coyote's
death and salvation constitutes an embellishment that is distinctively Navajo.
Navajo ceremonies are predicated upon inferential principles of reciprocity in
which the assistance of the supernaturals is enlisted to restore and maintain
individual and collective harmony. Furthermore, the participatory role of the
supernaturals is integral to the regeneration of the cosmos in general and the
Navajo people in particular. Thus' the relationship between coyote and the supernaturals reflects a fundamental axiom of the Navajo belief system.
In his introductory essay editor Karl Luckert, a professor of religious history,
discusses Navajo coyote tales within theoretical and historical contexts. While
Luckert's theoretical posture may provoke controversy, his comments nonetheless
provide an interesting point of departure for the reader's adventures with coyote.
The seventeen stories that follow were collected by Father Berard Haile, O. F. M.,
during the 1930s. Fr. Haile spent fifty-four years on the Navajo Reservation at
the Franciscan Mission at St. Michael's, and his prolific contributions to Navajo
linguistic and mythological studies have received wide recognition. The publication of Navajo Coyote Tales constitutes another significant addition to the constellation of his achievements. It is to be hoped that any future publications based
on Fr. Haile's research will contain more comprehensive information concerning
the life and work of his important scholar of Navajo culture.
The bilingual format of Navajo Coyote Tales contributes to the educational value
of this publication. The inclusion of a Navajo text not only honors the cultural
significance of the native language, it also has instructive potential for Navajo and
Anglo students of linguistics. Father Haile would have approved.
Wheelwright Museum

SUSAN BROWN MCGREEVY
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MINERS OF THE RED MOUNTAIN: INDIAN LABOR IN POTosi, 1545-1560. By Peter
Bakewell. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1984. Pp. xvi, 213.
IlIus., bibliog., index. $19.95.
DESPITE ITS IMPORTANCE IN WORLD ECONOMIC HISTORY, the South American silver
mining center of Potosi has been little studied. This oversight is not due to any
lack of sources; far from it, Jor the archives of Europe and America are filled with
records about the world's most important source of silver in the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries. Thus the research project begun on Potosi in 1970 by
Peter Bakewell, an expert on colonial Mexican mining, is an important endeavor,
the results of which have been a series of original essays on the technology of
mining, the levels of refined silver output and local entrepreneurship, and now
this impressive and elegantly written book. In a bold effort, he takes on the
difficult and much debated issue of Indian mine labor in the first century of
exploitation. This subject has aroused fierce controversy over the last two centuries, from liberal and conservative historians of the nineteenth century to the
most recent Marxian interpretations. The forced drafting of Indians (in the socalled mita) for use in these mines has been the basis of both an anti-Hispanic
Black Legend and questions as to the capitalist or "feudal" nature of the mining
industry.
Bakewell's careful reconstruction of labor arrangements and their changes over
time is an original and extraordinarily important work that in turn opens up new
sets of issues for debate. He begins by downplaying the role of Viceroy Toledo,
who is traditionally seen as the cold-blooded autocrat uniquely responsible for
the creation of the mita system. Draft labor existed from the beginning and was
sporadically used in the twenty years prior to the mita decree of Toledo in 1572.
The viceroy was always ambivalent about the system and sought to guarantee
Indian initiative. Although his introduction of mercury amalgamation in place of
wind-driven smelters wiped out Indian domination of the refining process, Toledo
attempted to assist Indians who wanted to shift into the new amalgamation process
and also legislated in favor of Indian entrepreneurs who had traditionally rented
the mines fro~ the Spa~ish owners and brought in their own wage labor gangs.
While Bakewell finally. provides as definitive answers as possible on the longdebated questions of the wages, working times, and conditions of the mitayos (or
workers in the mita draft), his most original contributions deal with the free-wage
laborers who have been almost totally ignored in the literature. These include
the free Indians who had no ties to the communal kin groups (the so-called
yanaconas) and the mitayos who worked during their so-called rest period (de
huelga). These wage laborers, generally called mingas, numbered more than onehalf the local silver industry work force by the beginning of the seventeenth
century. They were the most skilled workers· in the mines and dominated the
refining labor force and were the highest paid Indian workers, being the only
ones to receive a free market wage. All of these findings, as Bakewell clearly
recognizes, significantly change the prevailing view on the Potosi Indian mine
labor question.
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Having resolved so many thorny issues, Professor Bakewell's work inevitably
raises many new ones that are not fully resolved. For example, his explanation
of the disappearance of the yanaconas and the Indians who rented mines (indios
de varas) in the last quarter of the sixteenth century is not convincing. Surely
the mines still offered considerably more profit than any farming activity in this
period, and the cause for their disappearance probably has more to do with a
new aggressiveness and higher capitalization of the Spanish mine owners who
finally decided to utilize fully their own mines. His discussion of the decline of
the mita draft in the seventeenth century is a bit too biased by the Potosi materials
he uses. Recent scholarship has stressed a more complex view from the originating
communities, and these new findings are not fully incorporated into his own
rather hasty discussion of the seventeenth-century decline. He also never fully
decides whether the communities of the seventeenth century were still required
to pay for the total number of Indian mitayos listed in the original drafts of the
1570s, or if the continuing decline in actual workers was also reflected in a decline
in substituted workers or payments. My impression is that both actual workers
and payment for replacements effectively declined, which would challenge some
of the author's conclusions about transfers of capital from rural to mining activities.
Having unraveled complex and often ambiguous documentation and guided us
judiciously through the morass of conflicting information, Peter Bakewell has also
raised new and important issues that will have to be explored further. There is
little question, however, that he has produced a classic work that will define the
field for many years.

Columbia University

HERBERT S. KLEIN

CARL GORMAN'S WORLD: By Henry and Georgia Greenberg. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1984. Pp. 195. lIlus., bibliog., index. $45.00.
CARL GORMAN'S LONG AND DIVERSE CAREER as a Navajo artist and leader offers
rich potential for biography. Born in 1907 to Nelson and Alice Peshlakai Gorman,
Carl grew up in a family that valued education and operated a successful trading
post and ranch at Chinle, Arizona. Resisting the harsh discipline of mission school,
Gorman spent a week in a detention cell, and, along with a young uncle and a
brother, he ran away and returned home. He later completed his education at
Albuquerque Indian School.
Afterward, Gorman returned to his father's ranch. At the age of twenty-two,
he married a young, educated Navajo, and the following year the couple became
the parents of Rudolph Carl Gorman, perhaps the most renowned Indian artist
of this generation. Carl supported his family, soon increased by two additional
children, by driVing a truck, bootlegging, and interpreting for the government
during the New Deal era.
Enlistment in the Marine Corps as a Navajo Code Talker early in World War
II led to several important changes in Gorman's life. He first entered combat at
Guadalcanal in 1942 and remained until late in the war when hospitalized for
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malaria. His first marriage ended in divorce in late 1944 when Gorman came
home on furlough. After World War II, Gorman fulfilled a long-standing interest
by attending Otis Art Institute in Los Angeles from 1947 to 1951.
Since the latter date, Gorman has pursued a highly diverse career. He worked
many years as a technical illustrator, continued to study art at night, remarried,
and started a second family. Gorman also began to exhibit his work, sometimes
jointly with his oldest son, R. C., whose own art career flourished in the 1960s.
In 1964 Gorman returned to the reservation as director of the Navajo Arts and
Crafts Guild, and two years later the tribal government hired him to compile an
oral history, .a project terminated before its completion. Gorman then taught art
and Navajo history and culture at the University of California at Davis until 1974
when he returned to the reservation to compile a catalogue of Navajo herbs and
plants and to encourage the integration of Navajo and white medicine.
Although the authors provide an interesting outline of Gorman's career and
often deal effectively with his personal life, they have not fully realized the extraordinary potential of their subject. Because of their lack of a detailed knowledge
of Navajo history and culture, the Greenbergs have not always adequately treated
the complex relationships between Gorman and his "world," and, for the same
reason, numerous factual errors and misinterpretations plague their narrative.
Their discussion is similarly weakened by a romantic viewpoint that either ignores
or deals superficially with important phases of Gorman's life. Perhaps most frustratingly, the authors give too little attention to his artistic career, what influences
shaped his work, and how his contributions fit into the general development of
Indian art since the 1940s.
Esthetically, Carl Gorman's World is a superior work. An abundance of photographs ofGorman and his family and several excellent color reproductions of
his art accompany the text. The book is nicely printed on good quality paper, and
the layout and binding are both attractive. It is unfortunate, however, that the
editors were not equally painstaking in reviewing the biographic content.

Purdue University

DONALD L. PARMAN

SOUTHWEST INDIAN DRYPAINTINC. By Leland C. Wyman. Santa Fe: School of
American Research, 1983. Pp. xxiii, 320. IIIus., notes, references, index. $55.00.
INASMUCH As LELAND C. WYMAN'S CONTRIBUTIONS to the ethnology of the Navajo
Indians are all landmark achievements and well known~ a reviewer of his magnum
opus may be forgiven if he departs mome~tarily from the detached style to which
academicans are accustomed. It is difficult to reflect on this book without being
affected by personal reminiscenses. Southwest Indian Drypainting was already
in the making when this reviewer first met Wyman, fifteen years ago; it has been
the object of discussions at every meeting since then. Finishing and seeing this
work through the publishing process became the hope to which the author and
his mate clung for more time together. It became a race against time that only
he won, as a lonely man. Readers who have become accustomed to r~ceiving new
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Wyman books periodically and this reviewer, who tried to cheer him on to undertake yet another project on Navajo ceremonialism, have to realize that Southwest Indian Drypainting will be the author's last.
Even though Wyman's fascination for his subject matter clearly transcends
ethnic boundaries, his work focuses for the most part on the drypainting of the
Navajo Indians. For the student who wishes to expand beyond Wyman's primary
focus area, the author offers as starting points for comparison the drypainting
traditions of the Apache, Pueblo, Papago, and southern California Indians. In
"Appendix A" Wyman offers an invitation to a larger journey of worldwide scope
and comparison.
The reader who is initially attracted to this volume for its handsome format,
or for the quality of its illustrations, is in for an additional surprise. The southwest
Indian art style that the author discusses as "drypainting" and that others have
explained as "sandpainting" reaches far beyond the realm of aesthetics. In Navajo
Indian culture the technique of drypainting overlaps and blends with medical
and religious practices. The world at large in which sickness occurs, with all its
overpowering and greater-than-human dimensions, is reduced in drypainting to
more manageable miniworlds of symbolic presences. Cosmos (order) is thus imposed on chaos by Indian drypainters who, by aesthetically reconciling their
worlds, make visible their goodwill for harmonious order, health, and wellbeing.
Wyman is sensitive to the psychological and religio-cosmic dimension in which
southwest Indian drypainting happens. At many points in this book, where less
disciplined writers would have settled for leaps into vagaries and aesthetic abstractions, Wyman provides well-defined ceremonial action patterns and specific
links with native mythology-i.e., with native theory and meaning.
This book stands as the crowning achievement-nay, a celebration-of a productive scholarly life that has been dedicated to the twofold task of understanding
Homo sapiens scientifically as well as humanistically. How much easier and better
the fieldwork of students of Navajo ceremonialism could have been-so this reviewer reflects on his labors and on the -labors of others-if Southwest Indian
Drypainting had been in our hands before we started.

Southwest Missouri State University

KARL W. LUCKERT

THE SHOSHONI-CROW SUN DANCE. By Fred W. Voget. Norman: University of
Oklahoma Press, 1984. Pp. xix, 348. lIlus., maps, bibliog., index. $19.95.
THE CROW INDIANS OF MONTANA, like other plains tribes, traditionally performed
the Sun Dance as one expression of their religious life. Unlike the Sun Dance of
other tribes, that of the Crow focused on warfare: the ceremony was initiated by
a man's vow to avenge the death of a relative, and the dance itself was the first
step in forming a warparty to attack the enemy. Associated with the buffalo and
with seasonal renewal, the Sun Dance nonetheless hinged on the revenge vow
and was therefore not necessarily an annual event. The suppression of intertribal
warfare by t.he U.S. government effectively ended the Crow Sun Dance, with
the last ceremony taking place about 1875.
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According to tradition, the Crows had given the dance to the Kiowas, and they
in tum, through a Comanche intermediary, had passed it to the Wind River
Shoshones. Among the Shoshones the dance became institutionalized as an expression of traditional faith. Shorn of its association with revenge, the ceremony came
to center around healing. In 1941 the Sun Dance went full circle when the Crows
borrowed the ceremony back from the Shoshones and reintegrated it in its new
form into social and religious life.
Vogel's book begins with a synopsis of Crow history, culture, and society and
a summary of the literature on the traditional Crow Sun Dance. The heart of the
book is a discussion of the process by which the Crows reclaimed the Sun D~nce.
The intermediary was William Big Day, a Crow, who had been excommunicated
from the Roman Catholic Church for participating in the Native American Church.
Peyote was introduced to the Crow about the time of World War I and served as
a ritual linking the present to the past Big Day was led by his visions to participate
in the Shoshone Sun Dance in 1939 and 1940. The next year he invited John
Truhujo,. a mixed-blood Mexican-Shoshone medicine man who had developed a
reputation as a Sun Dance leader, to return the ceremony to the Crow reservation.
Voget draws in-depth portraits of these men that provide social and psychological
perspectives on this ritual revitalization. Detailed description of the ceremony
and its symbolism provide a valuable record of the new "Shoshone-Crow" Sun
Dance.
The ceremony took immediate hold among the Crow as old men vowed to
perform the Sun Dance each year until the end of World War II to pray for the
safe return of Crow soldiers. Voget chronicles the politicization of the Sun Dance
in the attempt of the tribal council to co-opt it as a part of the annual Crow Fair.
This action led to a proliferation of Sun Dances that came to be not tribal but
district level events. Truhujo served as mentor, transmitting his power to Crow
Sun Dance leaders and serving as advisor as late as 1975. Yet his innovations in
the ritual have not survived in the Crow ceremony. Bowever, contemporary Crows
follow Truhujo's lead in articulating symbolic correspondences between the Sun
Dance and Christian belief. This correspondence allows the ceremony to function
as a statement of Indian faith without being at odds with Christian religions. The
Crow Sun Dance today is concerned with individual and group needs for health,
increase, and prosperity. Voget sees in these concerns a strong continuity with
the past, providing a sense of historical stability and cultural persistence.
Vogel's major fieldwork on which this book is based was carried out from 1941
to 1948 and in 1975. He therefore has an excellent historical perspective that
allows for a close examination of the initial diffusion and subsequent institutionalization of the ceremony among the Crows. An impressive photographic record
complements the text. Altogether, this study is a valuable contribution to the
history of American Indian religion and to the processes of religious revitalization
that have been especially active during the past fifty years, since the Indian
Reorganization Act, among tribal groups on the plains.

Indiana University

RAYMOND

J.

DE MALLIE
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THE RESERVATION BLACKFEET, 1882--1945: A PHOTOGRAPHIC HISTORY OF CULTURAL
SURViVAL. By William E. Farr. Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1984.
Pp. xxii, 210. Illus., bibliog., index. $24.95.
THIS BOOK IS A POWERFUL PICTORIAL RECORD of life among the Blackfeet Indians
of northwestern Montana during the reservation period from 1882 to 1945. The
photographs are coordinated with, and reinforced by, a well-written text that sets
the stage and discusses important periods of reservation life. The book should be
in the library of anyone interested in the Blackfeet of Montana and adjacent
Alberta.
The story begins in 1855 on Montana's J~dith River when the still powerful
Blackfeet nation signed a treaty with the United States government. Only twentyfive years later the buffalo abruptly vanished and the now-starving buffalo peoplethe once powerful Blackfeet-slowly made their way to the Old Agency, near
modern Browning, where they expected government rations of food to be issued.
Rations were not issued as expected and, hence, in the Starvation Winter of 188384, 600 Blackfeet, or about one out of five, perished before spring. It was a terrible
beginning to the reservation period.
Conditions did not improve in the years following the starvation tragedy. Political pressures on reserve boundaries intensified, as whites looked enviously at
the rangelands, timber, water, and mineral resources of the reservation. In 1886
and again in 1895, the Blackfeet were forced to sell off land to meet current
expenses and to pay for short-term, ill-conceived development projects. Although
$3 million was realized from these sales, the money was squandered, swindled,
or stolen by a succession of incompetents masquerading as Indian agents.
By the turn of the century the emphasis was on education of the young; Indian
life could be trained out of them, the authorities thought. Schools, whether run
by the agency or by a religious order, concentrated on such things as discipline,
short hair, the English language, scrubbing floors and faces, and slopping pigs.
An elected tribal council was organized, another part of the process of converting
warriors to farmers, Blackfeet to whites.
.
Much discussion went into the need for an economic base for the reserve. Two
points of view emerged. First, many favored grazing and stock-raising because
they saw in it a parallel with the buffalo-hunting days. Second, others favored
farming because they saw it as a way to force upon the Blackfeet acculturation
and assimilation into the Christian, white society. At first ranching prevailed, but
trespass by white rancher's cattle (10,000 head in 1904) and hard winters, as well
as a cattle market that Indians found hard to understand, demanded economic
reorganization. Successive agents zeroed in, in their 'turn, on irrigation, permit
grazing of cattle, mixed farms, and permit grazing of sheep. All proved to be
economic dead ends, and, by the beginning of the 1940s, the Blackfeet were as
dependent a people as they had been in 1886.
Farr devotes a chapter of his text and an excellent assortment of photographs
to the Sun Dance, the most sacred ceremony of the Blackfeet. In early summer,
the scattered bands came together and formed a great circle camp at a selected
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site. There, after careful preparation, they built a medicine lodge and dedicated
it to the sun, the source of all power. However, the only way the Blackfeet could
retain the ceremony in the face of white opposition was to change its date to
coincide with the Fourth of July celebration. Thus the Sun Dance tended to
become a kind of tourist attraction even while it retained its religious significance
to the Indians.
Farr ends his book in 1945, a book, according to James Welch, that was a labor
of love, of sympathy, of outrage, and of truth. Farr selected 1945 as the cutoff
date because, he suggests, postwar Blackfeet were a different reservation people.
Their Indian character remained but was. more personal, more private. Cultural
institutions were also more jealously guarded. A younger, better educated. generation began to search for truths in the old beliefs, and the art of photography
was as common on the reserve as formerly it had been outside the reservation.
Farr concludes, "The new photographic record is as Indian as before but greater
decoding efforts are required and it needs to be done by the Blackfeet themselves.
That is another book, theirs and not mine."

Galt Museum, Alberta

ALEX JOHNSTON

INDIANS OF CALIFORNIA: THE CHANGING IMAGE. By James J. Rawls. Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1984. Pp. xvi, 293. Illus., bibiog., index. $19.95.
THIS FASCINATING ETHNOHISTORICAL VOLUME tells more about the white population than the aboriginal residents of California. Such is the intention of James
Rawls. His book is concerned with the images of California Indians and the
evolution of those perceptions from the 1760s through the 1870s.
Rawls has approached his subject with an extremely impressive review of the
literature of California for this period. He has tapped travel narratives, diaries,
letters, newspaper accounts, government reports, as well as theses, dissertations,
and other secondary sources. From these he has crafted a study concerned with
the evolving image of the native Californians: enslaved mission neophytes, primitive "Diggers," useful laborers, expendable and repulsive savages; fit subjects for
removal and, possibly, "civilization."
Rawls's analysis subtly pervades his narrative and is reinforced with 'precise
introductory and concluding remarks throughout the book. Although working with
hundreds of quotations that present the images and perceptions of the Indians,
he has crafted these passages into a tightly written account focused on the changing
themes that he has identified.
The author is unequivocal about the message of these perceptions of California
Indians: "The quotations from the historical sources are exact, yet the images of
the Indians are often distorted by the overriding self-interest of the observers."
To Rawls these' accounts, while distorted and inaccurate in their presentation of
the natives, tell compellingly about the needs of the observers: "If there' is a
larger truth here, it is that these images tell us more about the image makers
.
than about their subjects" (p. xiv).

458

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

60:4

1985

Most white observers failed to grasp the complexity of aboriginal lifeways in
California. Few showed awareness of the tremendous linguistic diversity or the
existence of subcultural patterns within the state. The American observers of the
mid-nineteenth century were especially ethnocentric: they saw these people as
obstacles. Since the Indians were often unclothed and unclean, their removal was
little different from shoving aside an object. Rawls explores white persons' aversions to dirt and to people of dark complexions and comments: "It may have its
origins deep in the recesses of the unconscious" (p. 195).
In a moving epilogue, prefaced by an Achumawi creation tale, Rawls sketches
the historical outlines of events after 1870 that displayed a new consciousness
about the condition and prospects of the first Californians. From the depths of
despair and at a nadir in population, the Indians of California have-in a little
over a century-made steady strides. While a number of tribes have vanished as
linguistic or cultural entities, those that have retained their modest lands have
retained and reintroduced many elements of their distinctive cultures. In a very
real sense, Rawls has proposed in the epilogue the format for his next book.
This volume, appropriately, joins the long-running Civilization of the American
Indian series of the University of Oklahoma Press. It is produced with that publisher's usual attention to design and quality.

Lewis and Clark College

STEPHEN Dow BECKHAM

WOMEN AND INDIANS ON THE FRONTIER, 1825-1915. By Glenda Riley. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1984. Pp. xvi, 336. Illus., notes,
index. $24.95 cloth, $12.95 paper.
DID NINETEENTH-CENTURY FRONTIERSWOMEN view Indians from the same perspective as their male counterparts? Did these women alter their attitudes toward
Indians? How did their private assessments of Indians compare with those of
published accounts? These questions are addressed in Glenda Riley's Women and
Indians on the Frontier. The monograph offers some intriguing answers.
Riley contends that the published record on this subject-both comtemporary
and historical writing-has glossed over the wide differences that separated the
reactions of frontiersmen and frontierswomen to Indians. Moreover, she criticizes
the record for its conclusion that both women and men on the frontier viewed
Indians with horror and fear. Riley suggests that the perpetuation of this myth
from the early 1800s to the present is, in essence, error compounding error. With
revisionism as her major goal, she then reinterprets the role of women in this
complex arena of cultural intermingling.
In her quest for the truth, Riley has depended heavily on original sources. After
perusing journals, diaries, and memoirs of scores of women that are deposited in
archives throughout the nation, she has concluded that frontierswomen responded
to Indians very differently from men. Moreover, women saw Indians in the context
of how they perceived their own role in nineteenth-century America. She argues
persuasively that these women, unlike frontiersmen, had greater opportunity to
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meet and mingle with Indians, especially Indian women, through the universal
medium of womanhood: home, family, and children. This sharing enabled Indian
women and frontierswomen to abandon the stereotypes that had circumscribed
their initial, fleeting impressions of the other's culture, whether Indian or white.
Through the agencies of trade, healing, and domestic skills, Indian and nonIndian women began to see each other as individuals, as human beings sharing
common bonds of humanity. Riley cites case after case of frontierswomen who
made the transition from hostility to compassion, respect, and affection. Men,
however, were unable to transcend their initial goal of subduing western environment and its inhabitants. Consequently, they remained rigid and inflexible in
their attitudes toward Indians.
Riley defends her approach to this topic through several disclaimers. One of
these explains that the book is "White history rather than white-Indian or Indian
history" (p. xvi). Thus, her portrayal ofIndians is largely limited to the perceptions
of frontierswomen. She notes that their views are ethnocentric; moreover, she
points out that they "do not portray Indians accurately" (p. xv). Nonetheless, the
reader is left with a one-sided, often harsh portrayal of Indians. A few ethnological
explanations for the cultural behavior so criticized by these women could have
resulted in a more balanced account. The Indians who appear in these pages :ire
the bete noire ofIndian historians or anthropologists, for these are usually generic
Indians, lacking geographic or cultural trappings. Influenced by myth and media,
frontierswomen probably saw their first Indians as generic, but a modern historian
needs to identify them, wherever possible, by group or tribe. "White" history
notwithstanding, an Indian's identity was inextricably linked with group: Comanche, Dineh, Yakima, Papago, Osage, or Creek.
Despite these flaws, Women and Indians on the Frontier contributes extensively
to our understanding of the unique relationships that developed between these
women of the trans-Mississippi West. In addition to spurring further reseach in
the area, it should be a valuable reference source for those interested in cultural
interaction on the frontier.

University of New Mexico

MARGARET CONNELL SZASZ

LEWIS AND CLARK AMONG THE INDIANS. By James P. Ronda. Lincoln: University
of Nebraska Press, 1985. Pp. xv, 310. IIIus., notes, bibliog., index. $24.95.
THE FASCINATION THAT THE LEWIS AND CLARK EXPEDrrIoN has for Americans
derives in large part from its apparent success. In contrast to the exploration of
the Australian interior, for example, it was well planned and well executed. Among
its successes, according to conventional wisdom, was the establishment offriendly
relations with most of the native tribes encountered along the way. Tradition has
it, for instance, that as a result of the captains' diplomacy the Nez Perce Indians
remained loyal to the United States government until the Chief Joseph outbreak
of 1877.
Professor Ronda, applying the techniques of ethnohistory to the Lewis and
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Clark expedition, has examined the phenomenon ofIndian-white contact as manifested on that journey. Although his effort to present the Indian side of the story
is necessarily restricted by the paucity of usable materials, he succeeds in looking
at the expedition from a new perspective. If the result is not exactly a "revisionist"
interpretation, it does portray Lewis and Clark as more fortunate than judicious.
Handicapped by language barriers, persistently misconceiving the nature of intertribal relations, and overestimating the influence wielded by the government,
they negotiated "peace treaties" between long-time enemies, who promptly resumed their raids and counter-raids as soon as the captains had gone on.
In their personal relations with the Indians, Lewis and Clark were somewhat
more successful, but again and again they narrowly missed precipitating violence,
and often the natives' restraint saved the day. The one time that bloodshed occurred, when Lewis and Reuben Field killed two Blackfeet, the white men were
lucky to get away alive. Moreover, the captains' journals frequently reflect a
belligerence that was fortunately not displayed in their actions.
If Lewis and Clark's success as diplomats was more modest than the popular
imagination would have it, their reputation as ethnographers is more solidly
deserved. Their verbal and pictorial descriptions and artifacts they collected constitute a real contribution to our knowledge of the northwestern tribes. Nevertheless, they were limited by certain preconceptions. They were best at rendering
the material culture of the Indians, things they could see and touch. When they
tried to generalize about native beliefs or practices or about the virtues and defects
of particular groups, they revealed themselves to be prisoners of stereotyped
views of the Indians. Whole tribes were denigrated because they failed to correspond to European notions of physical beauty.
Ronda does not try to undermine the reputations of our two most famous
explorers, however. In fact, he obviously admires both men, especially Clark,
who, as Bernard DeVoto has told us, really liked Indians. Although their formal
utterances contained condescending phrases Ike "the Great Father's dutiful children," Lewis and Clark displayed, in their day-to-day contact with the Indians,
a much less patronizing attitude. What the author attempts to do is to stress the
importance of the Indian role, often overlooked, in assuring the expedition's
success.
If the book has a flaw, it is that Ronda idealizes Indians and overemphasizes
their contributions. Their leaders are credited with a mature and realistic wisdom
that is contrasted sharply with the captains' bungling attempts to rearrange tribal
relations to suit the objectives of the u.s. government, when in fact the chiefs'
speeches, as recorded by the Americans, reveal mostly a policy of saying what
they thought would please their listeners. One may also question Ronda's version
of Arikara-Sioux relations, which he characterizes as an "alliance," albeit a shaky
one. Most white observers, including the trader Tabeau, who lived with the
Arikaras for several years, perceived that tribe as the unwilling victims of Dakota
domination.
But these minor objections apart, the book is a balanced, sensible account of
an aspect of the expedition that has long been too uncritically viewed as a complete
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triumph. And as Ronda freely concedes, Lewis and Clark, with less experience
in dealing with Indian tribes than many of their successors, managed better than
these later professionals in Indian relations. Had subsequent Indian policy been
molded by men blessed with the captains' restraint and humanity, the history of
Indian-white relations might have been less a cause for regret than it was:

Mankato State University

Roy W. MEYER

PUEBLO INDIAN WATER RIGHTS: STRUGGLE FOR APRECIOUS RESOURCE. By Charles
T. DuMars, Marilyn O'Leary, and Albert E. Utton. Tucson: University ofArizona
Press, 1984. Pi>. vi, 183. Illus., notes, index. $22.50.
THIS WORK DETAILS THE pro-Indian and anti-Indian stances as presented in several
lawsuits, the most central being the Aamodt case, a protracted legal battle over
a minimal volume of water. The implicatons of the case are cleady greater than
the monetary value of the rights being adjudicated.
Employing topical rather than chronological treatment, the book begins with
evaluation of the Pueblo water right as founded on aboriginal occupancy and
possession. A stronger section follows concerning the Pueblo claims as based on
the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. Since legal obligation to former Mexicans who
became U.S. citizens under the treaty has the status of constitutional law, a full
understanding of what rights the Pueblo Indians had under Spain and Mexico is
necessary. Pueblo water use as a "Winters Right" based on an interpretation of a
Supreme Court decision of 1980 is the most fa~orable Indian position. It is an
argument founded on a frequently upheld but recently less respected idea of
government creation, protection, and expansion, of native water rights, to the
exclusion of non-Indian users. The Pueblo Lands Acts of 1924 and 1933, the
Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District, the International Boundary Commission, and the Indian Claims Commission decisions all complicate any clear picture
of Pueblo rights.
For those seeking answers to legal questions, this book is disappointing. Rather,
it reopens avenues of legal speculation long considered res judicata. The purpose
seems to be that of laying out each argument, dissecting it, and leaving the
dismembered carcasses strewn where they fell. No legal argument is exempt, nor
do the authors come to any conclusion. The footnotes belie the publisher's assertion that the three authors have earlier published widely on water as it relates
to the subject of this study. The book seems more the musings oflawyers indecisive
concerning which avenue of approach they would take in presenting "the true
facts. "
A weakness of the work is that none of the authors is grounded in Spanish
language nor Spanish law. A valiant attempt was made, but telltale signs of linguistic weakness are evident. The result is dependence on secondary sources,
with their dubious translations and poorly reasoned interpretations, at points
where the authors' ideas ought to have been presented. For example, a basic lack
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of knowledge about repartimientos and encomiendas is inherent in a statement
that "every [early] grant ofland carried with it a grant of native persons."
The most worthwhile historical contribution is the first of several appendixes
(pp. 119-29) entitled "Chronology of Pueblo Events Affecting Water Rights," a
selection abstracted from the Aamodt case reports ofWilliam Taylor and of Michael
Meyer and Susan Deeds. This listing provides a true framework for significant
future research.

St. Mary's University

DONALD C. CUITER

18261924. By Daniel F. Littlefield, Jr., and James W. Parins. Westport, Conn.:
Greenwood Press, 1984. Pp. xxxv, 482. Appendixes, index. $45.00.

AMERICAN INDIAN AND ALASKA NATIVE NEWSPAPERS AND PERIODICALS,

HAVING PREVIOUSLY COLLABORATED ON A Biobibliography of Native American
Writers, 1772-1924, Littlefield and Parins, professors of English at the University
of Arkansas at Little Rock, now present a handy reference guide to, as they put
it, "newspapers and periodicals edited or published by and about American Indians
or Alaska Natives and those whose primary purpose was to publish information
about contemporary Indians or Alaska Natives" (pp. vii-viii).
Limiting themselves to publications appearing between 1826 and 1924, the
authors have profiled 226 newspapers and periodicals ranging from the well-known
Indian newspapers and reform periodicals to little-known and short-lived newspapers and magazines published at Indian schools and missions throughout the
country. Fortunately, Alaska Native groups were not excluded from this reference
work.
In their introduction, Littlefield and Parins discuss the types of newspapers
and periodicals they have surveyed here: tribal newspapers; the official organs of
Indian tribes to inform their people of the activities and policies affecting them;
nontribal newspapers more independent than official tribal organs and that often
arose because of tribal factionalism; intertribal newspapers and periodicals, as
well as the reform press, to advocate reform in Indian affairs or propagandize for
or against specific issues; literary periodicals, which provided Indian authors an
outlet for poetry and fiction; and Indian school and mission publications, which
informed white supporters about "successes" among the Indians, while educating
Indian and Alaska Native charges with spiritually uplifting and practical articles.
The greatest portion of this book is, of course, given over to profiles of individual
newspapers and periodicals. The authors have provided a brief sketch of the life
of each publication, including biographical information on its editors, a history of
the schools, missions, reform organizations or tribal factions that started the publication, descriptions of types ofarticles offered readers, and discussions of changes
in editorial outlook. All this information proves valuable, and through it we can
see how each publication and editor viewed their purposes and positions in the
quickly changing world of Indian Affairs in the nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries. -When editors worked on more than one publication (or when an agency,
school, or mission had more than one newspaper) the biographical or historical
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information is repeated in the appropriate profile, thereby assisting the researcher
who might be interested in one or two publications and does not have time to
search through the book for the significant information. It is confusing, however,
to find this information sometimes in the main text of a profile and sometimes in
the footnotes following each profile. Three appendixes, listing titles by location,
tribal affiliation, and in chronological order follow the alphabetically listed profiles.
Redundancies in the text, the authors' propensity to editorialize in their own
right, and perhaps readers' disappointment at the cut-off date of 1924 should not
discourage the use of this long-needed reference work.

Anchorage, Alaska

GARY STEIN

THE SOUTHWESTERN JOURNALS OF ADOLPH F. BANDELIER, 1889-1892. Edited
by Charles H. Lange, Carroll L. Riley, and Elizabeth M. Lange. Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 1984. Pp. xxi, 785. Illus., bibliog., notes,
index. $47.50.
THIS FOURTH VOLUME in the series of Bandelier's southwestern journals brings
to a close its editors' project, begun in 1966, of publishing all the journals with
each volume annotated.
The present work is a remarkable achievement, surpassing its predecessors not
only in clarity of format (and thus in usefulness to researchers) but also in the
quantity and very wide range of its notes. The notes give the impression that
from the beginning of 1889 to early 1892 everything that Bandelier, his personal
friends and enemies, ·or his myriad of unseen correspondents ever thought of,
did, or attempted to do, was recorded by his editors with truly Boswellian diligence. This activity produced a very hefty volume; while only 126 printed pages
are given to the transcribed journals themselves (both written or typed on Bandelier's ancient Hammond that, to his disgust, was always breaking down, and
switching frequently between English, German, French and somewhat awkward
Spanish), there are 471 pages of notes. Many of these notes are several pages
long, and all are highly detailed, drawn from sources in all parts of this country
as well as abroad.
.
.
But despite their bulkiness, almost all the notes furnish rewarding reading,
both for anthropologists who may either track with gratitude or dismiss with
skepticism Bandelier's pioneer footsteps, or for historians attempting to define
New Mexican events and characters of a century ago. These historical reconstructions might be either of New Mexican relevance in general; geographically extensive (they include Bandelier's several trips to Juarez and Mexico City), or more
or less confined to a smaller area around Santa Fe. During the four years from
1889 through the first few days of 1892, Bandelier either lived in Santa Fe or
made his headquarters there, riding (or often walking!) as far afield as Santo
Domingo to the south and San Juan to the north, with frequent side-trips east
and west.
Perhaps better than in preceding volumes is the present book's demonstration
of Bandelier's distinctive personality, which either attracted or alienated his more

464

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

60:4

1985

conventional acquaintances. His scientific curiosity about widely diverse subjects
was insatiable and uncompromising. Equally impressive is the now saddening
story of his constant struggle to make enough money by his enormous output of
writings in four languages to support his immediate family and numerous other
relatives. He was often reduced to selling long 'articles to local and foreign papers
for about two dollars apiece--and was glad to get even these paltry payments to
save himselffrom utter destitution. The commercial failure ofhis novel The Delight
Makers was a blow, as also' was the vain outcome' of his lengthy efforts as sales
agent (with a posible large commission in view) for Thomas B. Catron's huge
Tierra Amarilla grant. His financial woes often were accompanied by poor healthor at least by physical discomforts about which he railed in the journals with a
bitterness that seldom, however, interfered with his writing.
Bandelier was forty-nine when he began his Santa Fe-based work, and although
he mourned, that he had begun to show his age, except upon occason when his
real or imagined difficulties overwhelmed him, he was far from being the mentally
dulled and gloomy-visaged misanthrope that some of his critics have asserted.
He still enjoyed meeting his many friends in town and making frequent visits
with some of them to Fischer's Santa Fe brewery and beer-garden, a mile or so
out Palace Avenue. His journal entries become poetic when they mention the
advent of the springtime bock beer season.
As suggested above, however, this final volume of the Bandelier series is less
important for throwing new light upon its protagonist's extremely complex personality than in serving as an unduplicated storehouse of references, skillfully
systematized by the book's editors for students working in many different disciplines. Despite its rather daunting price, due to its bulk and currently high
publishing costs, it should find an honored place in every scholarly southwestern
library.

Museum of New Mexico

BRUCE T. ELLIS

THE EXPLORERS: NINETEENTH CENTURY EXPEDITIONS IN AFRICA AND THE AMERICAN WEST. By Richard A. Van Orman. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico
Press, 1984. Pp., xiii, 243. Illus., notes, index. $19.95.
.
THIS BOOK DEALS WITH THE GREAT EXPLORATIONS in America and Africa in the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries that historians often label the era of Manifest
Destiny and the Scramble for Africa. Motivated by an interest in science, national
expansion, and a missonary zeal to uplift people considered backward, the United
States and Great Britain were the most active nations in exploration during this
period. The author reports that he has studied the careers of sixty explorers, but
the emphasis is upon those who were most famous, their travels, and the records
they left behind. Their approach to the unknown land was along the great river
systems of the Nile, Niger, and Congo in Africa, the Missouri, Red, and Arkansas
in the American West.
The impact of the ideas of the scientific and literary world of the Enlightenment
that encouraged exploration and created a more scientifically minded explorer is
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basic to our understanding of their activities. Patrons are essential for all exploration, and Thomas Jefferson in the United States and Sir Joseph Banks in Britain
are presented as ideals. The vast literature of exploration is classified by Van
Orman into three categories: quests, odysseys, and ordeals. In Britain these travel
accounts were widely read, second in popularity only to novels.
After studying the explorers, Van Orman concludes that they were complex
personalities and that no single explanation of their motives is satisfactory. Some
British explorers did have one thing in common, however; half were born in the
lowlands of Scotland.' In the exploration experience, native guides were of the
utmost importance both in Mrica and America. Rather than chronicling the experiences of Lewis and Clark, Pike, Long, Wilkes, and Fremont in the American
West and Burton, Speke, Park, Livingston, and Stanley in Africa, emphasis is
upon their comparative ages, the comparative distances they covered in a typical
day's march, how they organized and managed their travels, the beasts of burden
and porters they used, the risks they took, their drive and optimism.
The result of this activity was world prominence for the explorers. The world
waited for news of their exploits, they became national heroes, and theirjournals
were best sellers. The information they acquired inspired a new look at people
and their environment, learned societies were organized and expanded, and many
new ideas about race and nationality were explored. In contrast, the land was
taken from the natives, their culture eroded, and human dignity.violated. And
we are still left with the question, Was it to be a better future for the natives
compelled to show gratitude and obedience towards the white man, or was it the
beginning of their degradation and hatred?
This study.has all the hallmarks of professional historical writing: logical organization, thoughtful interpretation, and a .Jucid style. If there is imbalance it is
the greater emphasis on the American West. The general reader may be disappointed in not finding the usual descriptive and exciting chronicle of the journeys
of exploration, and all those less familiar with the history of Africa will long for
more information about the personalities and activities of those exploring that
continent. In fine, Van Orman is to be congratulated on undertaking and successfully completing a study ofcomparative frontier history, an approach historians
of the American West have long neglected.

University of California, Davis

W. TURRENTINE JACKSON

KIT CARSON: A PATTERN FOR HEROES. By Thelma S. Guild and Harvey L. Carter.
Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1984. Pp. xii, 367. IlIus., notes, bibliog.,
index. $18.95.
THIS BOOK IS THE LATEST ADDITION to a towering bibliographical monument
dedicated to Carson, a construction that promises to go on and on. In offering
justification for still another biography of Carson, the authors explain they intend
to present an updated and readable account based on recent documentary discoveries, m;my of them incorporated in the notes of Harvey L. Carter's earlier
Dear Old Kit (1968). That work, essentially a heavily annotated reprinting of
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Carson's memoirs, is now out of print. Not all of the finer points included in the
notes there have been carried over to the present work, so that serious readers,
interested in full particulars, will find it necessary to consult Dear Old Kit.
During the past two decades, meticulous research on several larger subjects
dealing with the American West has cast new light on Carson's career. That is
especially the case with a host of recent publications on the fur trade and the
Navajo wars. The authors make abundant use of these--key examples being LeRoy
R. Hafen's monumental The Mountain Men and the Fur Trade of the Far West
and Lawrence Kelly's Navajo Roundup--but they also add new information on
Carson's command at Fort Garland, for instance, that represents their original
discoveries in primary sources.
The book is an entertaining and, for the most part, authoritative recital of the
main events in Kit's life, as they are now known. It is also basically a defense of
his attitude and actions, in fact, a healthy antidote to much of the nonsense written
about Kit in the past few years by ill-informed persons who have some ax to grind.
Regrettably, the one blot on Carson's reputation-not the oft-condemned Navajo campaign in which he acquitted himself decently-is treated only briefly and
in a perfunctory manner. That matter was his execution, under orders of Fremont,
of three innocent prisoners taken during the American conquest of California. Kit
makes no mention of the affair in his dictated memoirs, suggesting that in after
years it was for him a source of remorse or shame. The episode is in need of
serious investigation to determine his degree of culpability and the amount of
blame that should be assigned to Fremont.
Details surrounding Kit's early youth remain sketchy, although the authors
manage to summon a few new pieces to help fill in the picture. More information
on that period, however, is surely recoverable.
Factual errors are few and of a minor nature. One of note, however, occurs on
p. 24, wherein the authors repeat an old story started by Gregg to the effect that
the Becknell party, crossing the Santa Fe Trail in 1822, was near death by thirst
when the timely killing of a buffalo and the drinking of water from the stomach
proved its salvation. Kenneth L. Holmes has convincingly shown that the incident
actually happened to the Benjamin Cooper party in 1823.
Since interest in Carson shows no sign of diminishing, this biography will appeal
to a wide readership. It can be recommended as a solid introduction to the life
of one of the most fascinating figures in the great saga of the American West.

Cerrillos, N. Mex.

MARC SIMMONS

PIRATES & OUTLAWS OF CANADA, 1610-1932. By Harold Horwood and Edward
Butts. Garden City: N. Y.: Doubleday & Company, 1984. Pp. 260. Illus., bibliog., index. $17.95.
HISTORY IS ADISCIPLINE more readily open to the amateur practitioner than other
academic subjects. It possesses no arcane language of its own; its subject matter
is as vast as human experience itself; and it remains popular with large numbers
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of people who regularly buy and read books in their particular field of interest.
Writers of differing backgrounds, at their best, have often made significant contributions to the subject; at their worst, they have produced amateurish, uncritical
accounts that perpetuate old stereotypes. Pirates & Outlaws of Canada, 16101932 is an entertaining book that possesses the strengths and weaknesses of its
particular genre.
In eighteen brief sketches, Harold Horwood and Ed Butts present a potpourri
of tales of men on the fringes of North American society, ranging from seventeenthcentury Newfoundland pirates such as Peter Easton to nineteenth-century desperadoes like Bill Johnston, the ruffian who controlled parts of the Thousand
Islands in the St. Lawrence River. The book ends with a study of the famous clash
in 1932 between the R.C.M.P. and Albert Johnson, the "Mad Trapper of Rat
River." The writing is lucid and readable, but some chapters lack organization
and are unfocused. "Sea Wolves of the Golden Age," for example, seems a bit
thin and sketchy while "The Grey Ghost of Fundy" rambles to a weak conclusion.
Some of the earlier subjects, such as John Phillips and Bartholomew Roberts,
seem to have had little to do with Canada. The most satisfying portraits are those
in the last third of the book.
More serious than this unevennness are the uncritical repetition of standard
myths and the presentation of factual errors. Etienne Brule was not killed, for
example, solely because of his offensive sexual behaviour. Hiawatha was not the
only legendary creator of the Iroquois Confederacy. Factual errors concerning
native people seem particularly evident. Iroquet was an Algonquin, not a Huron
chief. Indian sexual mores, while liberal by contemporary European standards,
were not wholly permissive. The Indians, contrary to then-prevalent missionary
opinion, did possess religious views that were fairly sophisticated. Even tribal
identities seem to become confused at times in this book: Plains Crees, Swampy
Crees, and Algonquins are not clearly distinguished. Careful research would have
prevented such mistakes.
.
The authors of Pirates & Outlaws of Canada, 1610-1932 have clearly set out
to entertain their readers; they have largely succeeded in that ambition. Good
history should do more, however, than merely entertain; it should also inform
and enlighten. Had Horwood and Butts made use of a wider range of source
materials, such as the appropriate volumes of the Dictionary of Canadian Biography, they might have written a better book. As it stands, Pirates & Outlaws is
readable but ultimately unsatisfying.

Huron College

DOUGLAS LEIGHTON

REBELS ON THE RIO GRANDE: THE CIVIL WAR JOURNAL OF A. B. PETICOLAS.
Edited by Don E. Alberts. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press,
1984. Pp. ix, 187. IlIus., bibliog., index. $19.95 cloth, $9.95 paper.
THIS IMPORTANT FIRST-HAND ACCOUNT, by a soldier in the Confederate brigade
of Henry H. Sibley, spans the period from 21 February to 15 June 1862. It opens
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with the battle at Valverde, New Mexico, covers the fighting around Santa Fe and
Albuquerque, as well as the difficult retreat over the mountains west of Fort
Craig, and concludes as the Texans limped homeward past Fort Quitman in west
Texas.
The journal contains lively views of the combat at Valverde and Glorieta, as
well as comments on the shifting psychological moods of men under fire and after
battle. Peticolas also offers information on weapons, foraging for food, positive
and negative attitudes of enlisted men toward officers, and the resentment of
cavalry at being dismounted. Furthermore, he reveals the sometimes exaggerated
Confederate hopes of civilian support and rumors of Union losses or reinforcements. Frequent attention is given to camp conditions and life, which at different
times included reading, religion, dancing, drinking, gambling, and struggles to
overcome weather problems, disease, and lack of water. Descriptions of terrain,
towns, and people are excellent, as one might expect of an artist who often
sketched along the way.
More than thirty drawings by Peticolas, with photographs and maps, are used
to illustrate the volume. Editor Don E. Alberts has observed the path the journal
author followed and has compared this account with others to provide enlightening
footnotes throughout the diary. In the introduction Alberts offers a brief biography
of Peticolas, a Virginian who moved to Victoria, Texas, as an attorney in 1859.
The editor then reviews the organization of Sibley's brigade in Texas and its
advance through New Mexico before the beginning of the journal. In the epilogue
he summarizes the service of Peticolas through the rest of the war in Louisiana
and his civilian life afterward.
The editor seems quite accurate when he describes the account and drawings
as "the best personal records kept by any participant in the Confederate invasion
of New Mexico." Publication of the journal is even more valuable because the
original has remained in the hands of the family, unused by earlier historians of
the campaign.

Texas Tech University

ALWYN BARR

FARMERS IN REBELLION: THE RISE AND FALL OF THE SOUTHERN FARMERS ALLIANCE AND PEOPLE'S PARTY IN TEXAS. By Donna A. Barnes. Austin: University
of Texas Press, 1984. Pp. x, 226. Bibliog., index. $20.00.
STUDENTS OF POPULISM will find Donna A. Barnes's Farmers in Rebellion a
provocatively different kind of study, although she also covers the usual subjects
in a Populist state history. For instance, Barnes scrutinizes the powerful Southern
Alliance, which began in Texas. She also gives strong but appropriate emphasis
to the Alliance Exchange, "the largest and most dramatic effort to build a counterinstitution ever attempted by a protest organization in America." She focuses
too on the state's People's party, characterized as the "final protest strategy of the
Alliance movement. "These approaches are almost standard for historians of southern agrarian protest. But Barnes, a sociologist, gives her study an intriguing
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sociological twist and in the process makes historians reflect upon some of their
well-established conclusions.
Barnes analyzes two theories regarding the development of protest, using the
Southern Alliance and the People's party in Texas as models. She analyzes the
better established structural strain perspective, an approach receiving increasing
criticism since the sixties, and the newer, less tested mobilization perspective,
which she thinks the more valid. Barnes largely rejects the explanations of protest
based on the older approach, asserting that the newer mobilization theory is
better able to withstand the growing skepticism of the standard historical interpretations of agrarian protest.
The mobilization view, in contrast to the structural strain perspective, does not
perceive the source of conflict as emanating from disruptive social chanage. Indeed, to mobilization theorists conflict is inherent in any stratified society; no
disruptive change is necessary. Barnes contends that Karl Marx placed too much
emphasis on the latent power of society's discontented elements and not enough
on the external support often available to them. She also concludes that historians
of Populism are inclined to ignore the mobilization theory, preferring the simpler
cause-and-effect relationship provided by the structural strain perspective although Lawrence Goodwyn is an exception to this rule in his Democratic Promise.
Barnes admires his keen appreciation of the difficulties the Southern Alliance and
the People's party encountered in mobilizing a successful protest movement but
thinks he tends to "romanticize" their often extraordinary efforts.
Barnes's major contribution is her astute analysis of these two theories and
their application to the Lone Star state. Some may criticize her decision to limit
the study to Texas, but she argues convincingly that Texas is a historically rich
scene. Indeed, a perusal of fifteen years of archival newspapers was a necessary
step in the preparation of her monograph. Others will find her study difficult to
read, but considering the theoretical nature of her approach, it is written with
considerable clarity despite its utilization of sociological jargon. Barnes's Farmers
in Rebellion should be required reading for historians of Populism, a movement
undergoing constant reassessment. Other diligent historians will find the book
rewarding too.

University of Northern Colorado

ROBERT W. LARSON

THAT EVERY MAN BE ARMED: THE EVOLUTION OF ACONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT. By
Stephen P. Halbrook. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1984. Pp.
xii, 274. Notes, index. $19..95.
HALBROOK, A SOC1AL HISTORIAN AS WELL AS practicing attorney, has produced a
thorough study of the volatile issue of gun registration and gun control and their
relation to the Second Amendment of the United States Constitution.
"A well regulated militia being necessary to the security of a free State, the
right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed." This language
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is taken by organizations such as the National Rifle Association and many individuals including Halbrook as prima-facie evidence that the Constitution protects
American citizens from attempts by the government to control their ownership
and carrying of firearms. What, then, is to be said about the Gun Control Act of
1968? What are we to say about the ban on handguns enacted by the village of
Morton Grove, lllinois, in 1981, and the refusal of the Supreme Court to overrule
the lower court's validation of this ordinance as not inconsistent with the Constitution?
The author understands, though he does not agree with, the legal bases of the
rulings on gun control legislation. For one thing, the Second Amendment, in
common with the other amendments of 1791, enjoined Congress, but not states
and not municipalities like Morton Grove, from intruding on the rights of the
people. The Fourteenth Amendment, ~hich restrained states from denying their
people due process oflaw and the equal protection of the laws, has over the years
since 1923 been interpreted as incorporating most of the injunctions that the
amendments of 1791 had applied to states, but not the Second Amendment. This
remains unincorporated, unabsorbed by the Fourteenth. Halbrook argues that
excepting the right of the people to keep and bear arms is inconsistent and absurd.
But the proceedings in the Morton Grove case reiterated the earlier position of
the court, excepting the Second Amendment from those popular rights that are
secure from state encroachment.
The other ruling in which the courts have construed the Second Amendment
is that its purpose was to prevent Congress from disarming the state militias. The
fact that "the right of the people to keep and bear arms" is in juxtaposition with
the necessity of a well-regulated militia has been taken to mean that the people
corporately and not private citizens are thus protected. Consequently neither the
Federal Firearms Act of 1934 nor the Gun Control Act of 1968 violates the Constitution.
Halbrook has studied diligently much of the judicial record, rulings by the
district and circuit courts, state and federal, as well as the Supreme Court. He
directed particularly close attention to U.S. v. Cruikshank, Presser v. Illinois,
U.S. v. Miller, and Quilici v. Morton Grove, all of which have been the basis for
the prevailing opinion that the Second Amendment provides no constitutional
right for a private citizen to retain weapons against regulation by state and local
governments. He presents an ingenious, though not entirely convincing, argument that such decisions as Cruikshank have long been misinterpreted. This case,
he writes, "has been cited by modern gun prohibitionists as a precedent for the
proposition that the Fourteenth Amendment implies no individual right to keep
and bear arms. Actually, the court decided nothing of the kind, and Cruikshank
asserts the fundamental character of the right to bear arms" (p. 156). Similarly,
Miller has, in Halbrook's judgment, been misinterpreted and wrongly used to
support firearm regulationists.
Rightly or wrongly, however, the courts in various jurisdictions and at various
levels have taken such precedents as these to permit some forms of firearm control.
Halbrook cites a considerable number of such pertinent rulings. There are others
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that he overlooked, or at least did not cite, such as Eckert v. City of Philadelphia
(1971), U.S. v. Oakes (1977), and Vietnamese Fishermen's Association v. Knights
of the Ku Klux Klan (1982).
The author is at pains to make the point that his position on gun control
legislation and the proper interpretation of the Second Amendment is not a
monopoly of the political right. And he believes that we have not heard the last
word on the issue. Those who would restrict or ban private use of firearms will
escalate their efforts to pass legislation at the state and local levels. And since (as
he puts it) "it is equally certain that their dedicated opponents would seem to
have no intention of relenting, a showdown at the U.S. Supreme Court appears
inevitable" (p. 196).

University of New Mexico

WILLIAM M. DABNEY

ORAL HISTORY: AN INTERDISCIPLINARY ANTHOLOGY. Edited by David K. Dunaway
and Willa K. Baum. Nashville, Tenn.: American Association for State and Local
History, 1984. Pp. xxiii, 436. Index. $29.50 cloth, $17.95 paper.
WHEN ORAL HISTORY BEGAN TO DEVELOP as something more than a research tool
for historians, in the late 1950s, it was seized upon by disciplines other than
history. The technique for preserving facts and impressions from the memories
of presidents, corporation chairmen, doctors, judges, and quite a few Indian chiefs
(and everyone else in almost every walk oflife), turned what had been the preserve
of a handful of zealots into a bewildering forest where thousands of subjects spoke
millions ofwords into the waiting microphones of interviewers. By use of this
technique we would learn about the unwritten happenings, opinions, and thoughts
of the famous, as well as unknown individual Americans.
The first wave of enthusiasts wanted to know "how to do" every aspect of the
technique and how to organize into programs the ever-growing reels of tape and
typed transcripts. Through its workshops and colloquia, the Oral History Association has gone far in satisfying the need for basic information. Dunaway and
Baum have, in this interdisciplinary anthology, carried the process one step farther. By judiciously selecting some of the best writing on not only how to do oral
history, but also on the application of the technique to subbranches of history and
other disciplines, they have made available in a single source a great amount of
information that provides a basic reference tool on the subject.
The organization of the volume is very good. It takes the reader from Louis
Starr's overview of oral history from the perspective of 1977 to one of the earliest
writings on oral history, that of Allan Nevins; then on to the questions of applications for the techniques, the many problems and successes encountered by
project directors, interviewers, educators, and finally to the ultimate keepers and
preservers of many of the results: librarians.
One of the most unusual and compelling articles is that of Alex Haley, author
of Roots. In recounting his experiences with oral history, he makes an excellent
case for historians and others to be constantly on the alert for opportunities to
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use the technique in different ways where more traditional means for gathering
data may be inadequate or impossible to use.
The footnotes are sensibly placed at the end of each chapter. One small quibble
about organization has to do with the bibliography appended to Willa Baum's
article, "The Expanding Role of the Librarian in Oral History," (pp. 387-406).
The bibliography is useful and was attached tothe original version. However, the
average 'reader would prefer to find a bibliography at the end of the volume. It
would have been a nice touch if an updated version of the Baum bibliography
could have been included in the accustomed place. Such an addition would also
have added to the reference value of the anthology.
It is a pleasure to note that the publisher has brought out a paper edition at
lower cost. On behalf of the many small oral history projects on limited funding,
for whom this work is especially helpful, I applaud the decision of the American
Association for State and Local History to do this.

Dwight D. Eisenhower Library

JOHN

E.

WICKMAN
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